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Abstract: The presence of 62.2 % of total carbohydrates in Lantana camara makes it a potential and
low-cost renewable material for bioethanol production. The wood dust slurry at 10 % (w/v) solid content when
treated with 3 % (w/v) NaOH at room temperature for 4 hours resulted in 90.13 % delignification with phenolics
yield of 268+15.79 mg/g of dry weight of substrate. Acid hydrolysis (2 % w/v sulfuric acid, 24 h) of delignified
L.camara wood dust produced 181.86 mg/g total sugars along with fermentation inhibitors furfural and HMF
(134£3.4 mg/l). The hydrolysate obtained after dilute acid hydrolysis was subsequently detoxified sequentially
by the different detoxification methods such as ethyl acetate differential extraction, overliming, vaccum
evaporation and activated charcoal to diminish the inhibition effect of different inhibitors. The cellulase enzyme
prepared from Trichoderma viride was used to study the saccharification of the cellulose fiber from Lantana
camara wood dust. The optimal saccharification yield (0.899 g of sugar/g of cellulose) was achieved after 12 h
of incubation at optimal performance parameters when almost 82 % of cellulose depolymerization was obtained,
resulting in sugar concentration of 45.75 g/l in hydrolysis medium. Fermentation of enzymatic and acid
hydrolysates with Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1 and Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS3 respectively gave rise
to 43.56 g/L and 26.38 g/L of ethanol with corresponding yields of 0.44g/g and 0.26g/g after 24 and 48 h,
respectively.
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Introduction

The limited availability of oil reserves and
growing world-wide energy demands has resulted
in increasing energy prices. Furthermore, the
utilization of fossil fuels has negative impacts such
as air pollution and the generation of the green
house gas carbon dioxide, which is presumed to
be one of the main anthropogenic contributors to
the global warming effect '. Ethanol is a renewable
oxygenated fuel. Developing ethanol as fuel,
beyond its current role as fuel oxygenate, will
require developing lignocellulosic biomass as a
feedstock because of its abundance and low cost
2. Lantana camara is one of the world’s 100
worst weeds and is invasive in over 60 countries
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3. The approximate total biomass produced by L.
camara per year ranges from 15 to 17 tonnes/ha
4. In the present study, L.camara was chosen as
the raw lignocellulosic material due to its vast
abundance, low cost and being rich in fermentable
carbohydrates, it is likely to offer a potential
feedstock for ethanol production.

Current technology for conversion of ligno-
cellulose to ethanol requires chemical or enzymatic
conversion of the substrate to fermentable sugars
followed by fermentation by a microorganism °.
A pretreatment step is essential to disrupt the cell
wall macromolecular complexes, to remove
hemicellulose and/or lignin and to increase the
surface area accessible to hydrolytic enzymes .
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Delignification is essential to promote enzymatic
digestibility of lignocellulosic materials by alkali
which causes swelling, increasing the internal
surface of cellulose and decreasing the degree of
polymerization and crystallinity which provokes
lignin structure disruption %°. Among different
pretreatment methods, chemical pretreatment
using dilute acid is reported as one of the leading
pretreatment technologies '*!''. The advantage of
acid pretreatment is the solubilization of
hemicellulose, thus making the cellulose more
accessible for the enzymes 2. Depending on the
process temperature, some sugar degradation
compounds such as furfural, HMF and aromatic
lignin degradation compounds are detected and
affect the microorganism in the fermentation step
13.14 Therefore, an additional operation of
detoxification is required prior to fermentation '>'°.
These methods include overliming 7, ion exchange
18 detoxification with laccase! and biological
detoxification 2°. Enzymatic hydrolysis by
cellulolytic enzymes 2'?is another most important
step in bioconversion of lignocelluloses into
ethanol. The sugar syrup obtained after cellulosic
hydrolysis is used for ethanol fermentation 2. In
the fermentation process, the hydrolytic products
including monomeric hexoses (glucose, mannose
and galactose) and pentoses (xylose and
arabinose) will be fermented to valuable products
such as ethanol by Saccharomyces cereviseae,
shows high ethanol productivity, high tolerance to
ethanol and tolerance to inhibitory compounds
present in the hydrolysate of lignocellulosic
biomass *.

The aim of the present work was to explore the
possibility of using saw dust of Lantana camara,
for the production of fermentable sugar which in
turn would provide cheap substrate for the
production of ethanol. Further, the attempt was
made to ferment hexose sugar hydrolysate
alongwith pentose sugar hydrolyaste by
Sacccharomyces cerevisiae.

Materials and methods
Biomass collection and preparation

Lantana camara was collected from the local
area of the village Balawala, Dehradun, India.
Dried stem wood and branches were cut into small
pieces and the material was further finely

grounded by chipping and milling using a laboratory
knife mill to attain a particle size of 2-4 mm. The
obtained wood dust of Lantana camara was
screened through sieves of different pore sizes to
obtain particles of uniform mesh size viz. 40 and
60. The wood dust was washed repeatedly with
water and dried overnight at 60-70°C.

Biomass composition analysis

The chemical composition of Lantana camara
was analysed for cellulose, hemicellulose, lignin,
ash and moisture content. The chemical analysis
of Lantana.camara wood dust was performed
by following the TAPPI (Technical Association
of Pulp and Paper Institute) protocols ».

Optimization of pretreatment of ligno-
cellulosic material
Delignification and neutralization

The L.camara wood dust suspension (10 %,
w/v) was treated with varying concentration of
sodium hydroxide (1.0-4.0 %, w/v) at room
temperature. The time of incubation was also
varied from 2-10 hrs. After respective periods of
incubation for delignification, the wood dust
suspension was neutralized to pH 7.0 using
concentrated sulfuric acid. The delignified biomass
was then filtered through double layered muslin
cloth and the biomass residue was washed with
tap water and dried overnight at 60°C.

Optimization of acid pretreatment

The optimization of acid hydrolysis was carried
out at room temperature with different acids
(sulfuric acid, hydrochloric acid, phosphoric acid
and nitric acid) at different concentrations (1-5
% for dilute acid hydrolysis and 80-100 % for
concentrated acid hydrolysis) for 24 hours to the
suspension obtained after delignification and
neutralization at 10 % (w/v) solid content
(Lantana camara wood dust) 2.

Detoxification of hydrolysate

In the present study, the hydrolysate obtained
after dilute acid hydrolysis was subsequently
detoxified sequentially by the different detoxi-
fication methods such as ethyl acetate differential
extraction, overliming, vaccum evaporation and
activated charcoal to diminish the inhibition effect
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of different inhibitors by the method of Canteralla
et al *.

Enzymatic hydrolysis of delignified Lantana
camara

Cellulase and B-glucosidase enzyme was
prepared by Trichoderma viride and Aspergillus
wentii respectively by solid state fermentation
utilizing pretreated/delignified Lantana camara
wood dust as substrate.

The enzymatic hydrolysis of cellulose was
performed in 250 ml Erlenmeyer flask. 2.5 gm,
5.0 gm and 10.0 gm cellulose material was
suspended separately in 100 ml of 50 mM citrate
buffer, pH 4.8 containing 100 units of partially
purified cellulase enzyme. The suspension was
incubated for varying intervals of time from O to
48 h at 50°C with constant shaking at the rate of
150 rpm. In order to prevent bacterial contami-
nation, 0.01 % (v/v) toluene was added. At
indicated time intervals, samples were drawn and
immersed in a boiling water bath for few min. to
stop the enzyme action. The residual material was
removed by centrifugation for 10 min. at 5000
rpm. The supernatant was decanted off and
reducing sugar was expressed as glucose.
Whenever large amount was to be hydrolysed,
multiple incubations were carried out or procedure
was scaled up to 5 litre.

Ethanol Fermentation
Microorganisms

Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1, VS2, VS3
were isolated from the soil samples collected from
the hot regions, where boiling effluent was drained
out from the distillation column of the nearby local
distillery of Dehradun Uttarakhand India. The
organisms were identified as Saccharomyces
cerevisiae in our lab ?’. It was maintained on Yeast
extract, Peptone Dextrose Agar (YEPDA). The
strains were further acclimatized to ferment
hemicellulosic acid hydrolysate fraction of
Lantana camara biomass ?’. For inoculum
preparation, Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1 and
VS3, from slants were subcultured on petriplates
containing nearly 15 ml of YEPDA (Yeast Extract,

Peptone, Dextrose, Agar) medium and incubated
at 30°C for 24 hours. The cell were aseptically
harvested in YEPD broth and incubated at 30°C
for 24 hours at 150 rpm. 10% inoculum containing
nearly 10°-107 cell/ml was used to inoculate the
fermentation in culture in the flasks for production
ofalcohol.

Fermentation

The sugar solution produced from acid and
enzymatic hydrolysis was concentrated in a rotary
vaccum to give 10 % (w/v) concentration. The
fermentation of acid, enzymatic and mixed
hydrolysates was carried out separately in
Erlenmeyer flasks. The enzymatic hydrolysate
(45.75 g/L sugars, pH 5.5) was inoculated with
Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1 (5 %, v/v) and
incubated at 40°C for 24 hours under static
conditions. The detoxified xylose rich hydolysate
obtained after dilute acid hydrolysis containing
15.38 g/l of sugar was used for fermentation with
Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS3 (5 %, v/v), a
thermotolerant yeast isolated in our laboratory
adapted and modified for fermenting pentose
sugars ?’. The acid hydrolysate containing 15.38
g/l hemicellulosic sugars and enzymatic
hydrolysate containing 45.75 g/l of cellulosic
sugars were mixed in equal volumes to give mixed
fraction. The mixed hydrolsate has 30.57 g/l of
sugar concentration. The fermentation of mixed
hydrolysate was carried out by co-culturing
Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1 and Saccharo-
myces cerevisiae VS3. Samples were withdrawn
at regular intervals of 4h and centrifuged at 10,000
g for 15 min. at 4°C. The cell free supernatant
was used to determine ethanol concentration.

Analytical methods

Total reducing sugars were measured by
dinitrosalicyclic acid (DNS) method of Miller .
Total phenolics released during delignification
were determined by the Folin-Ciocalteau reagent
method using Vanillin as a standard ¥. Total furans
were estimated by the UV absorbance method
17, The percentage enzymatic saccharification and
hydrolysis yield was calculated by Caputi *.

Saccharification (%) = Amount of Glucose (mg/ml) x 100

Total concentration (mg/ml) in the substrate
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Hydrolysis yield Y

cellulose (

%) = Cellulose (g) — Cellulose ,(g) X 100

Cellulose (g)

where, cellulose (g) is the amount of cellulose in
the substrate, Cellulose (g) is the amount of the
cellulose in the residual solid after the process.
The ethanol content of the fermented extract was
estimated colorimetrically after distillation by the
method described by Caputi *°. The ethanol yield
(Y ne) Was calculated assuming that 1 g of
glucose present in the liquid would theoretically
give 0.511 g of ethanol and 1 g of cellulose gives
1.11 g of glucose 3. The ethanol yield (Y
was calculated according to

ethano l)

(Y pane) = Ethanol produced (g) X 100

concentration of alkali, there was no significant
increase in phenolics content. The wood dust slurry
at 10 % (w/v) solid content when treated with 3
% (w/v) NaOH at room temperature for 4 hours
resulted in 90.13 % delignification with phenolics
yield of 268 + 15.79 mg/g of dry weight of
substrate. Similar, results were reported by
alkaline pretreatment of chopped rice straw by 2
% NaOH at 20 % solid loading rate *. The main
effect of sodium hydroxide pretreatment on
lignocellulosic biomass is delignification by break-

Cellulose (g) — Cellulose, (g) X 0.568 — Glucose (g) X 0.511

Glucose is the unfermented glucose in the
liquor. The factor of 0.568 is the theoretical
conversion factor for ethanol from cellulose by
S. cerevisiae 3%

Statistical analysis

All the experiments were performed in triplicate
and the results are presented as mean+ standard
deviation *.

Results and discussion
Compositional analysis of Lantana camara
The comminuted and oven dried wood dust of
Lantana camara was found to contain cellulose
(44.50+3.0 %), hemicellulose (17.81+1.1 %), lignin
(29.80+2.2 %), ash (6.84+0.43 %) and moisture
(2.67+0.35 %).The presence of 62.2 % of holo-
cellulose makes it a potential material for bioethanol
production.

Pretreatment of lignocellulosic material
Delignification of L. camara

The lignin removal is essential to improve the
enzymatic hydrolysis of L.camara as it increases
the accessibility of enzyme to cellulose. The
chemical delignification of Lantana camara wood
dust displayed a continuous increase in phenolics
with an increase in sodium hydroxide from 1.0-
4.0 % (w/v). However, above the 3 % (w/v)

ing the ester bonds cross-linking lignin and xylan,
thus increasing the porosity of biomass 353,
Further, a high degree of delignification by sodium
sulphite and sodium chlorite was reported by the
previous workers*3¥7-3%,

Since, in the present study the delignification
has been performed at room temperature but with
a relatively longer time of four hours, it causes
very less sugar degradation or loss as shown in
Table 1.

Acid pretreatment

In the present set of experiments, the dilute
mineral acid i.e. 2.0 (%, w/v) sulfuric acid
pretreatment, hemicelluloses content of delignified
Lantana camara wood dust decreased by almost
80.35% followed by hydrochloric, phosphoric and
nitric acid as shown in Table. 2.

In the present study for pretreatment of
Lantana camara wood dust, almost 92.0 %
hemicelluloses depolymerization was obtained at
room temperature after 24 h of residence time
using 2 (%, w/v) sulfuric acid as hydrolyzing agent
(Table 3). The result shows that by employing 3
(%, w/v) of sulfuric acid for acid hydrolysis of
delignified substrate, there is an increase in the
total concentration of furfural and hydroxymethyl
furfural in the hydrolysate.
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Table 1. Delignification of Lantana camara wood dust with different
concentration of sodium hydroxide at room temperature

NaOH Time(h) Phenolics Yield Delignification Sugar Yield
(%, W/V) (mg/g dry biomass) (%, wW/w) (mg/g)
1 2 23.63+0.89 7.70 -nd-
4 66.52+4.40 22.32 -nd-
6 81.62+9.25 27.38 -nd-
8 103.56+8.15 34.75 -nd-
10 132.57+14.26 44.29 8.64
2 2 53.354+6.24 17.90 -nd-
4 96.66+9.37 3243 -nd-
6 131.22+13.18 44.03 8.27
8 197.18+11.52 66.16 11.63
10 223.64+10.41 75.03 13.44
3 2 182.19+12.67 61.13 10.64
4 268.61+15.79 90.13 12.23
6 268.31+17.11 90.03 13.10
8 266.40+11.19 89.39 13.63
10 265.33+12.23 89.03 13.95
4 2 226.09+17.44 75.86 11.50
4 268.17+15.10 89.31 13.65
6 268.93+18.22 90.24 13.41
8 269.11+£14.91 90.30 14.14
10 268.45+19.14 90.08 14.00

Results are mean + SD of 3 replicates

Table 2. Different concentration acid pretreatment of Lantana c
amara wood dust at room temperature for 24 hours

Acid Concentration Sugar Yield Furfural+tHMF
(%, W/v) (mg/g) Concentration (mg/L)
Sulfuric 1 125.67+3.29 103.43
2 180.25+0.54 134.15
3 182.36+0.73 178.44
5 171.54+0.4.32 192.65
80 155.4242.44 418.54
90 143.65+1.91 602.18
100 131.79+2.02 815.25
Hydrochloric 1 141.24+3.45 146.67
2 148.63+4.05 192.31
3 152.8442.25 289.67
5 167.91+5.20 295.04
80 141.5943.25 642.44
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table 2. (continued).

Acid Concentration Sugar Yield Furfural+tHMF
(%, W/v) (mg/g) Concentration (mg/L)
90 161.15+4.23 715.53
100 150.59+1.78 754.41
Phosphoric 1 99.19+0.05 95.19
2 95.42+0.12 143.24
3 104.25+1.23 155.81
5 130.1243.52 185.13
80 97.63£1.23 350.29
90 91.64+1.02 455.25
100 87.48+0.53 49591
Nitric 1 85.19+1.57 107.81
2 90.660.08 155.45
3 95.15+1.46 171.09
5 105.1242.43 175.22
80 115.10+1.46 502.13
90 92.67+0.23 767.11
100 90.10+1.08 835.56

Results are mean + SD of 3 replicates

Table 3. Acid pretreatment of Lantana camara wood dust with
different concentration of sulfuric acid at room temperature

Sulfuric acid  Time (h) Sugar Yield Hemicellulose Total (Furfural+tHMF)
(%, W/v) (mg/g) Depolymerisation (%) Concentration (mg/L)
1 6 77.37 39.13 -nd-
12 101.61 51.39 -nd-
18 119.40 60.39 94+4.0
24 127.52 64.50 103£3.5
30 132.21 66.87 116+4.2
2 6 101.72 5145 -nd-
12 154.92 78.36 126+£2.6
18 168.51 85.23 131+4.7
24 181.86 91.99 134+3 .4
30 182.43 92.22 15242.5
3 6 142.34 72.00 115+3.3
12 166.85 84.39 144+4.2
18 181.22 91.66 165£1.9
24 179.48 90.78 178+£3.4
30 178.15 90.11 188+4.1

Results are mean + SD of 3 replicates
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The trials were conducted for hemicellulose
depolymerization at higher temperature ranges
(100- 140°C) with shorter interval of residence
time (30-90 min). The results showed an enhanced
sugar yield corresponding to an increase in
depolymerization and decreased solid recovery.
The maximum sugar yield was obtained when
Lantana camara was hydrolysed with 2 % (w/
v) sulphuric acid at 120°C for 60 min giving almost
88 % depolymerization of hemicellulosic fraction.
No significant increase in sugar was obtained
when pretreatment was carried out at higher
temperature using 2 (%, w/v) of sulfuric acid
(Table 4). This may be due to degradation of sugar
in severe conditions. Increasing, the pretreatment
period beyond 1 h, resulted in a decrease in the
hydrolysed sugar concentration. This may be

correlated to the degradation of sugars i.e.
formation of furfural and hydroxyl-methyl furfural
(HMF) at higher acid concentration with increase
in time leads to an increase in total concentration
of furfural and hydroxymethyl furfural in the acid
hydrolysate.

Detoxification of hydrolysate

From the results obtained (Table 5.), it was
observed that differential ethyl acetate extraction
reduced 65 % of the total phenolics and resulted
in 6.9 % decline in sugar yield. Overliming reduced
the total furfural and hydroxymethyl furfural by
76 % and there was further 4.7 % decline in sugar
yield. Subsequent detoxification with activated
charcoal resulted in further reduction of total
phenolics concentration by 54.02 % while the

Table 4. Acid pretreatment of Lantana camara wood dust with
(2 %, w/v) of sulfuric acid at different temperatures

Temperature(°C) Time(h) Sugar Yield Hemicellulose Total
(mg/g) Depolymerisation(%) (Furfural+tHMF)
concentration
100 30 101.54 51.36 11242.6
60 129.71 65.61 135+£3.5
90 148.51 75.12 174+2.8
120 30 115.32 58.33 146+2.6
60 174.14 88.08 167+2.2
90 171.25 86.62 178+3.1
140 30 124.15 62.80 164+3.5
60 175.29 88.66 193+4.2
90 165.55 83.74 216+3.6
Results are mean + SD of 3 replicates
Table 5. Detoxification of delignified/pretreated acid

hydrolysate of Lantana camara wood dust

Detoxification method Sugar Yield (g/g)  FurfuraltHMF Phenolics

concentration (mg/L) concentration (mg/g)

Control 181.86+7.25
Ethyl acetate extraction 169.23+4.23
Overliming by Ca(OH)2 161.20+3.65
Activated charcoal treatment  153.85+2.35

134.1542.65 268.61+11.25
127.8941.68 94.1242.20
51.17+0.12 83.76+3.40
-nd- 38.51+£5.25

Results are mean = SD of 3 replicates
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furfural and hydroxymethyl furfural concentration
was not detected by the UV absorbance method
7. The complete sequential detoxification by
different methods lead to the removal of almost
86 % phenolics and 70 % of total furfural and
hydro-xymethyl furfural from the dilute alkali
delignified/dilute acid treated hydrolysate of
Lantana camara wood dust. However, a 15 %
decline in sugar yield was observed which was
quite high. The results of the present study are in
agreement with the work of the previous workers
4,23,39,40.41 where overliming and activated
charcoal were employed to remove the inhibitors
from the acid hydrolysate to strongly improve the
fermentability of dilute acid hydrolysate from
lignocellulosic substrates in the production of
bioethanol.

Enzymatic hydrolysis of cellulosic material
During the course of enzymatic saccharification,

==f==SUgar concentration (gfl1) =@=Saccharification yield (g/g)

a perpetual increase in sugar concentration was
observed till 12-18 h which on prolonged incubation
remained almost constant (Fig.1). The optimal
saccharification yield (0.899 g of sugar/g of
cellulose) was achieved after 12 h of incubation
at optimal performance parameters. At this point
of time almost 82 % of cellulose depolymerization
was obtained, resulting in sugar concentration of
45.75 g/lin hydrolysis medium. The maximal rate
of saccharification of 0.116 g/g/h was achieved
after 6 h of incubation, which thereafter started
declining. These results were in agreement to the
results reported by the previous workers where
they observed the maximum rate of hydrolysis in
4-8 h of enzyme substrate incubation *4%42, The
decline in hydrolysis rate could be due to the
increasing resistance of the substrate during the
course of hydrolysis or other factors 3434445,

Fermentation
= Saccharification rate (g/g/h)

100 - r 1
90 .-' 0.9
=
L 0. o &b
80 0.8 25
— - ]
W 70 L 0.7 5__*5
S 60 L 0.6 5 E
F g
£ £
£ 50 Los T =
E o — E =
—
S 40 roa 28
5 43
2 30 - 0.3
20 L 0.2
10 L 0.1
o4 . . . r . + o
0 6 12 18 24 30 36
Time (h)

Fig. 1. Time course profile of enzymatic saccharification of
pretreated/delignified Lantana camara wood dust
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The acid and enzymatic hydrolysates were
fermented with Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1
and Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS3 respectively.
Fig. 2 shows the time course study of alcohol
production by Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS1
using 15 % (w/v) medium of pretreated/delignified
Lantana camara wood dust enzymatic hydro-
lysate. The enzymatic hydrolysate, when
fermented with S.cerevisiae, resulted in ethanol
production of 43.56 g/L with yield 0.44 g/g and
fermentation efficiency of 85.22 % after 24 h of
incubation. The maximum productivity of 2.72 g/
1/h was obtained after 12 h of fermentation. The
maximum biomass accumulation was also
observed within 12 h of fermentation with a
biomass yield of 0.18 g/g of sugar. Gupta et al.,*
reported an ethanol yield of 0.45 g/g of sugar from
the fermentation of enzymatic hydrolysate
obtained from the wood of Prosopis juliflora.
Singh and Bishnoi * reported an yield of 0.50,
0.47 and 0.48 by the strains of Saccharomyces
cerevisiae, Schefferesomyces stipitis and co-
culture of both the strains, respectively.

From the data it was very clear that 4-6 h after
the incubation at optimal performance parameters,
the extracellular excretion of ethanol was

—4—Ethanal (g/1)
~—Ethanol praductivity (g/1/h)

= Biomass (g/1)

observed into the medium. Following lag period
of 2-4 h the concentration of ethanol in the
fermentation medium increases steadily. After 4
h of fermentation, the rate of ethanol production
increased rapidly and attains the maximal value
between 16-24 h of incubation. These results are
in agreement with the results obtained by Pasha®’
and Li *, who found that the maximum ethanol
productivity was obtained after 24-48 hours of
fermentation. However, another obtained the
maximal ethanol productivity employing
Saccharomyces cerevisiae grown on the wood
enzymatic hydrolysate of Prosopis juliflora after
12 h of culture incubation®. In the present study,
the overall production of the ethanol seems to
follow sigmoid type of kinetics. Further, it was
observed that sugar uptake by the yeast cells was
completed within 2-12 h of incubation which was
correlated as rapid increase of biomass of yeast
cells in the first 12 h of incubation. The time course
data on the microbial activity of ethanol production
conforms to the classical scheme of Gaden ¥ i.e.
process is considered as the type I fermentation.
The process was characterized by the single rate
maxima, representing the growth of yeast cells
accompanied by the high substrate consumption

—@— Ethanol yield (g/g)

= Biomass yield (g/g)

50 - 3

45 i §
20 | T A 25 B a
T~ o
Elgm_ a H""‘". EEE
g - £ >
= =25 B - 1.5 T =
25 o =52
=8 *——%, TES
15 Em:ﬂ

-]

10 - . 11'.'!5 =

i} : 1]

24 28 32

Time (h)

Fig. 2. Time course profile of ethanol production under optimal fermentation
condition utilizing enzymatic hydrolysate by Saccharomyces cerevisiae
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and simultaneously increased rate of ethanol
production. The reduced growth rate of yeast
culture corresponds to the reduced rate of
production of ethanol. Further, decline in ethanol
production after 30 h incubation can be due to
consumption of accumulated ethanol by the
organism ¥,

The 1 litre acid hydrolysate containing 100 g of
sugars was used to produce 26.38 gl'! of ethanol
in 48 h of fermentation at 40°C. This gives an
ethanol yield of 0.263 g of ethanol per g of sugar
with a fermentation efficiency of 51.62 %. The
productivity of 0.549 g/I/h was obtained after 48h
of fermentation (Fig 3). These results are in
agreement with the results obtained by the
previous workers utilizing the different strains of
yeast for conversion of different types of
feedstock employing different hydrolysis strategies
for release of fermentable sugars and subsequently
utilizing it for the production of bioethanol'>>!-36,

However, the fermentation efficiency was quite
low in the present study as a lot of amount of
sugar was not utilized for the conversion to ethanol.
However, in case of mixed hydrolysate (pentose
and hexose sugar) containing 100g of sugars was
used to produce 39.15 gl! of ethanol in 40 h of

=t Ethanol (g/1)

—&— Ethanol yield (g/g)

fermentation at 40°C. This gives an ethanol yield
of 0.392 g of ethanol per g of sugar with a
fermentation efficiency of 76.59 % (Fig 4). The
productivity of 0.932 g/I/h was obtained after 42h
of fermentation.

The co-culturing of two strains of Saccharo-
myces cerevisiae VS1 and VS3 did not enhance
ethanol yield than the cellulosic enzymatic
hydolysate fermentation as shown in Fig. 5.
However, we were able to ferment the mixed
hydrolysate to give a better and more economical
way of bio conversion of lignocellulosic biomass.

Conclusion

Ethanol made from Lantana camara provides
unique environmental, economic strategic benefits
and can be considered as a safe and cleanest liquid
fuel alternative to fossil fuels. Also ethanol
production from L.camara will serve as an
effective method of weed management. The
present study demonstrates that pretreatment
(delignification and acid pretreatment) was
effective in removing most of the non-cellulosic
materials, making cellulose more accessible to
enzymes that convert it into fermentable sugars.
The hexose sugars can be fermented to ethanol

i Blomass yield (g/g)

30 - 0.35
25 . /\\ , _ro3
B
_ 0.25 g“ﬂ
oy 20 4 —
& ==
02 = .2
z £3
= 15 - ==
] e
= 01s £ 2
10 =2
01 — =
5 0.05
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0 6 12 18 24 30

36 42 43 54 &0

Fermentation Time (h)
Fig. 3. Fermentation of acid hydrolysate by Saccharomyces cerevisiae VS3
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while, pentose sugar had little difficulty in getting myces cerevisiae VS1 and VS3. However, the
femented. Further, the mixed hydrolysate overall economic feasibility is certainly dependent
comprising of enzymatic and acid hydrolysate on the efficient utilization of all main components
showed a comparable fermentable efficiency ofthe lignocellulosic wastes i.e. cellulose, hemi-
using co-culturing different strains of Saccharo-  celluloses and lignin.
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