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Abstract: Microbial secondary metabolites are the organic compounds that are not directly involved
in the normal growth, development, or reproduction of an organism but very useful for human health. These
are formed during the stationary phase (idiophase) of culture, also known as idiolites such as pigments, toxins,
alkaloids, antibiotics, etc, and have a very unusual structure. Production of secondary metabolites occurred
when there is depletion of one or more nutrients in the culture medium. Microbial pigments such as caro-
tenoids, melanin, prodigiosin, violacein, pyocyanin, etc, are natural colors that hold promising potential to
meet various challenges in the pharmaceutical and nutraceutical sector. Pyocyanin is one of many natural
pigments, a blue-colored redox-active secondary metabolite, which is produced by Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
Several virulence factors are secreted by P. aeruginosa that can contribute to its pathogenicity and pyocyanin
pigment is one of them. It causes oxidative stress to the host, disrupting host catalase, mitochondrial electron
transport, induces apoptosis in neutrophils as well as inhibits the phagocytosis of apoptotic bodies by
macrophages. It is challenging for anti-virulence drug intervention to control the pathogenesis of P.
aeruginosa to some extent by targeting the biosynthetic pathway of pyocyanin. Besides this, pyocyanin pig-
ment possesses antioxidant, antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, anticancerous, and immunosuppressive proper-
ties. This article aims to describe challenges posed by pyocyanin pigment of P. aeruginosa and its potential
applications in various fields of biotechnology.

Keywords: Secondary metabolites, microbial pigments, pyocyanin, virulence, antioxidant,
anticancerous, immunosuppressive, biodegradability.

Introduction
Humans use secondary metabolites as medi-

cines, flavorings, and biocontrol agents. Pigments
are the secondary metabolites with numerous of
importance in various industrial fields. The
newfound awareness in human safety and envi-
ronmental conservation has kindled fresh enthu-
siasm for natural sources of colors. Colors pro-
vide magnetize appearance to marketable prod-
ucts such as textiles, food products, and pharma-
ceutical products. Pseudomonas aeruginosa are
Gram-negative, aerobic rod-shaped bacteria, mo-
tile by single polar flagellum 117. It is an aquatic
and soil bacterium 46,52,53,88,107,128 that can affect a
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range of organisms and an opportunistic patho-
gen capable of infecting immunocompromised
human 104. An important advantage of P. aerugi-
nosa depends on its ability to secrete and release
compounds with an inhibitory effect on other bac-
teria, fungi, protozoa, etc. These properties ex-
plain the capacity of P. aeruginosa to colonize a
variety of niches and its persistence as a patho-
gen in humans and animal organisms 80,85,98,99.
Pyocyanin is a phenazine pigment, synthesize by
the majority of strains of P. aeruginosa is a po-
tential factor that may enhance the survival of P.
aeruginosa by increasing its capacity to compete
with other microorganisms. A decrease in pathoge-
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Figure 2. Phenazines from shikimic acid

Figure 1. Structure of pyocyanin
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nicity of P. aeruginosa was observed in vitro when
biosynthesis of pyocyanin was inhibited 61.
This suggests that pyocyanin is somewhat respon-
sible for the initial colonization of P. aeruginosa
in vivo. Pyocyanin pigment is a redox-active sec-
ondary metabolite and has a characteristic fea-
ture of inhibiting many bacterial colonization and
fungal growth both in vivo and in vitro condition
111. P. aeruginosa strains, isolated from infections
have been well studied by researchers for the pro-
duction of pyocyanin 62,63,114. Pyocyanin is a blue-
green pigment, also referred to as ‘‘blue pus’’ 122,
produced in both solid and liquid culture media.
Pyocyanin plays an important role in the metabo-
lism of iron which considered as a crucial require-
ment for the growth of P. aeruginosa. The cul-
ture medium with low iron concentration pro-
duced pyocyanin abundantly 27.

Pyocyanin is a heterocyclic compound formed
of two subunits of N-methyl-1-hydroxyphenazine
as shown in (Figure 1).

The biosynthetic pathway which is used by the
microorganism for the synthesis of various pig-
ments in the shikimic acid pathway and shikimic
acid act as a precursor for the biosynthesis of pyo-
cyanin (Figure 2). This pathway is used by bacte-

ria, fungi, algae, parasites, plants but absent in
animals. Microorganisms and plants synthesize
aromatic amino acids (phenylalanine, tyrosine,
and tryptophan) and various pigments by this
pathway after the exponential phase of microbial
growth 21.

Pyocyanin has various pharmacological effects
on prokaryotic cells; its biological activity is re-
lated to similarity in the chemical structure to
isoalloxazine, flavoproteins, flavin mononucle-
otide, and flavin adenine dinucleotide compounds
125. It has been used to control phytopathogens
157. In addition to this, as pyocyanin pigment is
water-soluble, it has also been reported for its
application in aquaculture 137. Pyocyanin pigment
can generate reactive oxygen species (ROS) and
these ROS interferes with the topoisomerase I and
II activities in eukaryotic cells (tumor cells) 58.
Pyocyanin has the potential to oxidize and reduce
other molecules, as a result, can kill microbes
competing against P. aerugi-nosa.

Pyocyanin is a redox-active compound, it has
also got an application in biosensors because it
can carry out the transfer of an electron between
enzyme molecules and the electrode material.
Such types of biosensors which are based on pyo-
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cyanin were also expected in different fields such
as pharmaceutical, agricultural, and environment
136. Many researchers utilized phenazine com-
pounds for the development of the sensor and also
in nanotechnology; for example, a derivative of
phenazine was used to develop a pH sensor based
on luminescence 151. An amperometric sensor was
developed for the determination of hydrogen per-
oxide utilizing neutral red attached to multiwalled
carbon nanotubes 74. Pyocyanin has also been
applied as biocontrol agents against many patho-
gens 70. It also displays antimicrobial and
antibiofilm activity because of its capability to
arrest the electron transport chain of many mi-
croorganisms 81. Antimicrobial resistance is an
alarming issue to deal with, as most of the patho-
gen becoming resistant to their common treatable
antibiotic. It has been reported that S. aureus and
E. coli are multidrug-resistant bacteria. Inhibition
of growth of these and some other pathogens by
pyocyanin pigment shows its importance and
potentiality as an antimicrobial agent. It can be
used as a therapeutic agent to treat infections
caused by these pathogenic bacteria. The pyocya-
nin pigment showed very high antioxidant activ-
ity at very minute concentrations, which is a fa-
vorable indication for the safe use of compound
100. In addition to this, the pigment showed no
cytotoxic effects on human red blood cells 131 and
in cultured L929 cells 5. Besides all, the anti-
biofilm activity of the compound against multiple
antibiotic resistant food pathogens expand their
efficacy for application in the food industry. This
can be used to control several other active food
pathogens if applied in the food.

Pigments produced by microorganisms
Microorganisms are the most versatile tools in

biotechnology to produce a variety of molecules
including enzymes, antibiotics, organic acids, and
pigments. Several numbers of pigments have been
secreted by microorganisms such as quinines,
carotenoids, melanins, monascins, violancein, fla-
vins 33. The microbial pigments also possess vari-
ous characteristics features viz., antitumor, anti-
oxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial besides
act as a coloring agent in the cosmetic and food
industry 169. Microbial pigments are a promising

source of food colorants 1,2. Microorganisms
mainly bacteria and fungi are widely studied for
their probability as a source of food colorants.
Natural pigments carry some fundamental desir-
able property of stability to light, heat, and pH 75.
Because of this, the food industry has become
highly focused on the use of microbial sources to
produce pigments for use in foods. It can also help
to overcome the use of synthetic colors in food
products as they hurt human health. On the other
hand, besides the health benefit of human beings,
the natural pigment will be a boon for the preser-
vation of biodiversity as they are biodegradable.
Natural pigments can also serve the dual need for
visually appealing colors and probiotic health
benefits in food products 119. The production of
synthetic colorants could be stopped as harmful
chemicals released into the environment and con-
taminate the environment. Very few research stud-
ies are available on the exploration of pigment
production from microorganisms especially in the
Indian scenario which points towards exploring
microbial pigments in more detail. There exist a
diverse group of microbes that can produce pig-
ments (Table 1).

Pseudomonas aeruginosa
Microorganisms are preferred sources for pigment
production due to their advantages over plants in
terms of availability, stability, cost efficiency, la-
bor, yield, and easy downstream processing 75. P.
aeruginosa, a Gram-negative bacterium, can pro-
duce a variety of phenazine pigments (Table 2)
159. The word “Pseudomonas” made up of two
words Pseudo and monas. The prefix Pseudo
means “false” and mon means germs. The word
aeruginosa is a Latin word that means  verdigris,
referring to the bluish-green color of cultures. This
blue-green color is due to the production of sec-
ondary metabolites by P. aeruginosa i.e, pyocya-
nin, which is responsible for the blue-green color
of cultures 12. Pseudomonas aeruginosa can cause
disease in plants and animals including humans,
comes under the family Psuedomonadaceae.

The preliminary identification of P. aeruginosa
is often done by its pearlescent appearance and
grape-like or tortilla-like odor in vitro. Definitive
clinical identification of P. aeruginosa often in-

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 3



Ta
bl

e 
1.

 L
is

t o
f p

ig
m

en
ts

 p
ro

du
ce

 b
y 

m
ic

ro
rg

an
is

m
s

N
o.

M
ic

ro
or

ga
ni

sm
Pi

gm
en

t
C

ol
or

Fu
nc

tio
n

R
ef

er
en

ce

1
Fu

sa
ri

um
 sp

or
ot

ri
ch

io
id

es
,

Ly
co

pe
ne

R
ed

A
nt

io
xi

da
ns

t, 
A

nt
i-c

an
ce

r
32

,5
0

Bl
ak

es
le

a 
tr

is
po

ra
2

Ja
nt

hi
no

ba
ct

er
iu

m
 li

vi
du

m
,

V
io

la
ce

in
Pu

rp
le

A
nt

io
xi

da
nt

, d
et

ox
ify

 R
O

S
35

,8
7,

10
9

Ps
eu

do
al

te
ro

m
on

as
 tu

ni
ca

te
,

Ps
eu

do
al

te
ro

m
on

as
 sp

p.
C

hr
om

ob
ac

te
ri

um
 vi

ol
ac

eu
m

3
Ps

eu
do

m
on

as
 a

er
ug

in
os

a
Py

oc
ya

ni
n

B
lu

e-
gr

ee
n

C
yt

ot
ox

ic
ity

, A
nt

io
xi

da
nt

, A
nt

im
ic

ro
bi

al
,

8
A

nt
ib

io
fil

m
, N

eu
tro

ph
il 

ap
op

to
si

s,
C

ili
ar

y 
dy

sm
ot

ili
ty

, P
ro

-in
fla

m
m

at
or

y
4

H
ae

m
at

oc
oc

cu
s p

lu
vi

al
is

,
A

st
ax

an
th

in
Pi

nk
- r

ed
A

nt
io

xi
da

nt
, p

ho
to

pr
ot

ec
ta

nt
, A

nt
i-c

an
ce

r,
40

,4
1,

14
0,

14
7

Ag
ro

ba
ct

er
iu

m
 a

ur
an

tia
cu

m
,

A
nt

i-i
nf

la
m

m
at

or
y

Ph
af

fia
 rh

od
oz

ym
a,

Xa
nt

ho
ph

yl
lo

m
yc

es
,

D
en

dr
or

ho
us

5
St

ap
hy

lo
co

cc
us

 a
ur

eu
s

Ze
ax

an
th

in
Ye

llo
w

-
56

6
Br

ad
yr

hi
zo

bi
um

 S
pp

.,
C

an
th

ax
an

th
in

O
ra

ng
e

A
nt

io
xi

da
nt

, A
nt

i-c
an

ce
r

20
,2

4,
33

,3
4,

10
2,

10
8

M
on

as
cu

s r
os

eu
s

7
C

or
yn

eb
ac

te
ri

um
 in

si
di

os
um

In
di

go
id

in
e

B
lu

e
A

nt
i-m

ic
ro

bi
al

29
,1

56
8

Se
rr

at
ia

 m
ar

ce
sc

en
s,

Ps
eu

do
al

te
ro

m
on

as
 ru

br
a

Pr
od

ig
io

si
n

R
ed

A
nt

i-c
an

ce
r, 

D
N

A
 C

le
av

ag
e,

31
,3

9,
11

5,
16

5
Im

m
un

os
up

pr
es

sa
nt

9
As

hb
ya

 g
os

sy
pi

R
ib

of
la

vi
n

Ye
llo

w
A

nt
i-c

an
ce

r, 
an

ti-
ox

id
an

t, 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

ag
ai

ns
t

65
,1

34
,1

66
ca

rd
io

va
sc

ul
ar

 d
is

ea
se

s, 
in

 v
is

io
n

10
Bl

ak
es

le
a 

tr
is

po
ra

,
β-

C
ar

ot
en

e
Ye

llo
w

-o
ra

ng
e

A
nt

i-c
an

ce
r, 

A
nt

io
xi

da
nt

,
16

,2
6,

34
,4

5,
69

Fu
sa

ri
um

 sp
or

ot
ri

ch
io

id
es

,
su

pp
re

ss
io

no
f c

ho
le

st
er

ol
 sy

nt
he

si
s

86
,1

01
,1

61
M

uc
or

, C
irc

in
el

lo
id

es
,

N
eu

ro
sp

or
a 

cr
as

sa
,

Ph
yc

om
yc

es
, B

la
ke

sl
ee

an
us

,
D

un
al

ie
lla

 sa
lin

a
11

Xa
nt

ho
m

on
as

 o
ry

za
e

X
an

th
om

on
ad

in
Ye

llo
w

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
ag

ai
ns

t p
ho

to
da

m
ag

e
13

9

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 4



Table 2. Pigments produced by Pseudomonas aeruginosa

Pigments Colour of pigment

Pyocyanin Blue-Green
Pyoverdine Yellow-Green
Pyorubin Red-Brown

cludes identifying the production of pyocyanin
as well as its ability to grow at 42°C. It is citrate,
catalase, and oxidase positive. It is a facultative
anaerobe that grows not only in normal atmo-
spheres but also in atmospheres deprived of ad-
equate oxygen supply (hypoxic), therefore, it has
colonized many natural and artificial environ-
ments. P. aeruginosa can achieve anaerobic
growth with nitrate or nitrite as a terminal elec-
tron acceptor. It can ferment arginine and pyru-
vate by substrate-level phosphorylation when
oxygen, nitrate, and nitrite are absent 154. Adapta-
tion to microaerobic or anaerobic environments
is essential for certain lifestyles of P. aeruginosa.
For example, during lung infection in cystic fi-
brosis patients, where thick layers of lung mucus
and alginate surrounding mucoid bacterial cells
can limit the diffusion of oxygen 25,59,173,177. Pyo-
cyanin pigment produced by P. aeruginosa, is
involved in quorum sensing, virulence, and iron
acquisition. In one of the studies, It has been re-
ported that there is a decrease in P. aeruginosa
pathogenicity in vitro when pyocyanin biosyn-
thesis is inhibited 61. This suggests that pyocya-
nin is most responsible for the initial coloniza-
tion of P. aeruginosa in vivo.

History of pyocyanin
Since prehistoric times, the pigments have been

used as coloring agents. Archaeologists uncov-
ered various pieces of evidences which depict that
early humans used paint for decorative purposes.
Between 350,000 and 400,000 years back, pig-
ments and grinding equipments were found in a
cave at Twin Rivers, near Lusaka, Zambia, which
further proves that pigments have been used from
prehistoric time 78. The blue-colored redox-active
pyocyanin pigment (5-N-methyl-1-hydroxy-
phenazinium betaine) is the oldest known natural
phenazine compound and was first reported when

Fordos used chloroform to extract this microbial
metabolite from purulent wound dressings in 1859
42. Production of a blue-green pigment by bacte-
ria, albeit without identification of the responsible
compound, had already been described by
Schroeter in 1872 155. He called the responsible
organism ‘Bacteridium aeruginosum’ after
‘aerugo’, the Latin word for verdigris, the blue-
green color that develops on the surface of cop-
per exposed to air 155. A few years later, in 1882,
Gessard realized that pyocyanin was produced by
anaerobic motile bacterium 48, which he subse-
quently named ‘Bacillus pyocyaneus’. Gessard
was, however, not the first to discover this organ-
ism. In 1900, Migula finally replaced these long
names of the pyocyanin-producing species by
‘Pseudomonas aeruginosa’, which is the name
still in use today 116. By potentiometric studies,
Jensen and Holten studied the zwitterion nature
of the pigment and showed that pyocyanin acted
as a reversible redox system in mixture with its
reduced leuco derivative 73. At acidic pH, color
changes associated with progressive reduction of
pyocyanin are red to yellow, to green, to color-
less and at alkaline pH the color change is from
blue to colorless 44. In the absence of air, cultures
of P. aeruginosa were observed to reduce pyo-
cyanin to its colorless form and depending upon
the pH value, the color varies according to the
redox state of the system appeared to account for
the shifting play of tints referred to as ‘chame-
leon phenomenon’. Production of pyocyanin by
P. aeruginosa was identified to be sensitive to the
phosphate concentration in the growth media 43,84.
Moreover, Ingledew and Campbell (1969) re-
ported that phosphate deficiency triggered pyo-
cyanin production by P. aeruginosa 68. Burton and
his colleagues (1947) reported that amino acids
could replace the peptone commonly claimed to
be essential for good pigmentation and a medium
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Phoshoenol pyruvate + Erythrose-4-phosphate

3-Deoxy-D-arabino-heptulosonate

5-Dehydroquinic acid

5-Dehydroshikimic acid

5-Phosphoshikimic acid

3-Enol pyruvyl-5-phosphoshikimic acid

Chorismic acid
 ADIC synthase

2-Amino-2-deoxyisochorismic acid (ADIC)

Trans-2, 3-dihydroxyanthranilic acid (DHHA)

2, 3-Dihydro-3-oxo-anthranilic acid

Phenazine-1-dicarbolxylic acid (PCA)
PhzM

5-Methyl phenazinium-1-carboxylic acid betaine
 PhzS

 Pyocyanin
Figure 3. Shikimic acid pathway of pyocyanin biosynthesis in P. aeruginosa

containing glycerol, leucine, glycine, or alanine
and mineral salts was recommended for P.
aeruginosa 13. Since more than 100 different
phenazine compounds of microbial origin have
been reported in the literature 92,100.

Pyocyanin and its biosynthetic pathway
Pyocyanin comes under the category of phena-

zine compounds which are heterocyclic and se-
creted naturally by the bacterial species during
the stationary phase of cell growth and substituted
at different positions around their rings. Every
color of the visible spectrum represented by
phenazines, with a strong peak in the scale 250-
290 nm and a weaker peak at 350-400 nm 47. Oxi-
dized, monovalent reduced or divalently reduced
are three different states in which pyocyanin can
exist.

Biosynthesis of pyocyanin pigment occurred by
a metabolic pathway, known as the shikimic acid
pathway (Figure 3). This pathway used by mi-

croorganisms (bacteria, fungi, algae, parasites)
and plants for the synthesis of aromatic amino
acid and various pigments. This pathway is ab-
sent in animals. Synthesis of pyocyanin pigment
occurred by sequential modification of various
molecules in the pathway. Shikimic acid pathway
is also known as aro pathway.

Shikimic acid act as a precursor molecule for
the synthesis of phenazines. Phenazine- 1,6-di-
carboxylic acid believed to be the first phenazine
structure in the pathway. It is formed by the con-
densation of two molecules of chorismic acid 95.
Aminodeoxyisochorismate (ADIC) synthase en-
zyme used in this step, which converts chorismic
acid to 2-amino-2-deoxyisochorismic acid
(ADIC) by doing amination of chorismic acid.
ADIC is then lead to the formation of trans-2,3-
dihydro-3-hydroanthranilic acid (DHHA). For the
formation of a phenazine ring system, the con-
densation of two similar DHHA molecules is re-
quired. The two identical molecules react with

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 6



Figure 4. Role of PhzM and PhzS
Phenazine-1-carbolxylic acid 5-Methyl phenazinium-1-carboxylic acid betaine    Pyocyanin

each other by nucleophilic addition, dehydration,
and tautomerization to give 5,10-dihydroanthr-
anilic acid, which then undergoes oxidation to
form phenazine-1-carboxylic acid (PCA) (as
shown in Figure 3).

The primary nitrogen source was glutamine and
that the phenazine ring was constituted by a com-
bination of two units of the same precursor for
PCA biosynthesis 150. The PCA leads to the syn-
thesis of pyocyanin by hydroxylative decarboxy-
lation mechanism. Mainly two steps involved in
the pyocyanin synthesis from PCA (Figure 4). In
the first step, PCA is converted to 5-methylphena-
zine-1-carboxylic acid betaine by the enzyme
PhzM (an S-adenosylmethionine dependent
methyltransferase). There is transfer of methyl
group to the nitrogen atom of phenazine ring
moiety. The second step leads to the formation of
pyocyanin which is catalyzed by PhzS, a FAD-
dependent monooxy-genase. This enzyme is re-
sponsible for hydroxy-lative decarboxylation of
5-methylphenazine-1 carboxylic acid betaine
which leads to the formation of Pyocyanin 132.
PhzM alone had no methylation activity
toward PCA, but pyocyanin was produced in the
presence of PhzS and NADH. PhzS has also been
shown to act directly on PCA to produce
phenazin-1-ol, but this compound was not a pre-
cursor for pyocyanin and therefore PhzM must act
before PhzS 132. Formation of a complex between
PhzM and PhzS would presumably prevent the
release of 5-methylphena-zine-1-carboxylate. 

Genetics of pyocyanin synthesis pathway and
its regulation

Two specific genes must be functional for the
production of pyocyanin by Pseudomonas
aeruginosa. Mvfr is a gene that produces a tran-
scription factor, which then activates phzAB

genes. These genes produce the molecule
quinolone which then regulates operons 1 and 2
of phzRABCDEFG which are the key to the syn-
thesis of phenazine 110.

Pyocyanin biosynthesis begins with the conver-
sion of chorismic acid to 2-amino-2-desoxyiso-
chorismate (ADIC) by ADIC synthase, PhzE 97

(Figure 5). In this reaction the enzyme PhzE cata-
lyzes the loss of the hydroxyl group from C4 of
Chorismic Acid as well as the transfer of an amine
group from glutamine to form glutamic acid and
2-amino-2-desoxyisochorismic acid (ADIC) 178.
Following this, PhzD catalyzes the hydrolytic re-
moval of the pyruvate moiety from ADIC to form
(5S,6S)-6-amino-5-hydroxy-1,3-cyclohexadieve-
1-carboxylic acid (DHHA). In the next step, PhzF
catalyzes two steps: the abstraction of a hydro-
gen from C3 of DHHA, delocalization of the
double bond system, and reprotonation at C1 as
well as enol tautomerization to form the highly
unstable 6-amino-5-oxocyclohex-2-ene-1-car-
boxylic acid (AOCHC). From here two molecules
of AOCHC are condensed by PhzB to form the
tricyclic compound, hexahydrophenazine-1,6-di-
carboxylic acid (HHPDC). The product of this
reaction, HHPDC, is unstable and spontaneously
undergoes oxidative decarboxylation in an
uncatalyzed reaction to form tetrahydro phena-
zine-1,6-carboxylic acid (THPCA). In the final
step of phenazine-1-carboxylic acid synthesis the
enzyme PhzG catalyzes the oxidation of THPCA
to dihydro-phenazine-1-carboxylic acid. This is
the last catalyzed step in the production of PCA,
the last step is an uncatalyzed oxidation of
DHPCA to PCA 178. The conversion of PCA to
Pyocyanin is achieved in two enzymatic steps:
firstly, PCA is methylated on N5 to 5-methyl-
phenazine-1-carboxylate betaine by the enzyme
PhzM using the cofactor S-adenosyl-L-methion-
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Figure 6. Structure of phenazine polypeptides
involved in pyocyanin biosynthetic pathway 111

ine and secondly, PhzS catalyzes the hydroxy-
lative decarboxylation of this substrate to form
the final product, pyocyanin 110.

The structure of phenazine polypeptides in-
volved in pyocyanin biosynthetic pathway has
been shown in Figure 6.

Role of pyocyanin in Pseudomonas aeruginosa
pathogenicity

P. aeruginosa strains produce two distinct types
of O antigen (O-Ag): a common polysaccharide
antigen (A-band) composed of a homopolymer
of d-rhamnose and an O-specific antigen (B-band)
composed of a heteropolymer of three to five dis-
tinct sugars in its repeat units. So far, P. aerugi-
nosa isolates have been classified into 20 sero-
types by the International Antigenic Typing
Scheme. The lipopolysaccharide (LPS) of P.
aeruginosa is less toxic than that of other Gram-
negative rods, facilitating its establishment of
chronic infections by eliciting a low inflamma-
tory response 135. P. aeruginosa being opportunis-
tic, occasionally colonize human body sites, with
a preference for moist areas, such as the perineum,
axilla, ear, nasal mucosa and throat as well as
stools. The prevalence of colonization by P.

aeruginosa in healthy subjects is usually low. It
mainly infects patients with burns or those that
are immunocompromised and it is one of the main
causes of nosocomial infections 105. According to
data from the Centre for Disease Control and Pre-
vention National Nosocomial Infection Surveil-
lance System, in the USA, P. aeruginosa was the
second most common cause of nosocomial pneu-
monia, the third most common cause of nosoco-
mial urinary tract infections, and the seventh most
common cause of nosocomial bacteremia 123. In
Europe, P. aeruginosa was found to be the third
most common isolate from nosocomial infections
in intensive care units 147. Mortality rates ranging
from 40 % to more than 60 % have been reported
in bacteremic nosocomial pneumonia and venti-
lator-associated pneumonia 16,28,112,144. P. aerugi-
nosa uses several virulence factors to establish
chronic respiratory infections in bronchiectasis,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and cys-
tic fibrosis patients 22,118. Cystic fibrosis is one of
the most major and common fatal genetic disor-
ders among the Caucasian population. It affects
approximately 30,000 individuals in the United
States alone. P. aeruginosa produces a large num-
ber of exoproducts (Table 3), including elastase,
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Table 3. Factors enhancing the pathogenicity of Pseudomonas aeruginosa

No. Factors Role

1 Adhesions Attachment
2 Alginate production Mucoid layer
3 Exotoxin A Inhibit host protein synthesis
4 Exoenzyme S Interferes with phagocytic killing
5 Elastolytic activity Degrades elastin
6 Phospholipase C Damage tissue
7 Pyocyanin Damage tissue by ROS
8 Antibiotic resistance Complicates therapy

alkaline protease, the LasA protease, hemolysin,
rhamnolipids, and pyocyanin 105 to disrupt the host
immune responses and cause cytoskeletal reor-
ganization.

Pyocyanin is a zwitterion that can easily pen-
etrate biological membranes. Pyocyanin promotes
virulence by interfering with several cellular func-
tions in host cells including electron transport,
cellular respiration, energy metabolism, gene ex-
pression, and innate immune mechanisms. It has
been shown to act as an inhibitor of mitochon-
drial enzymes in mammalian tissue 4 and to cause
disruption and cessation of ciliary beat on cili-
ated nasal epithelium. It is readily recovered in
large quantities from the sputum of patients with
CF infected by P. aeruginosa 175,176 and from ear
secretions of P. aeruginosa-mediated chronic oti-
tis media 143. Despite this, the exact contribution
of PCN in the pathogenesis of P. aeruginosa-me-
diated diseases has remained controversial.
However, studies on the role of pyocyanin in viru-
lence in vivo using alternative model hosts 15,90,106

and mice 91 have revealed that pyocyanin has cru-
cial roles in P. aeruginosa infection.

Many studies have concluded that pyocyanin
has a derogatory effect in cystic fibrosis (CF)
which enables P. aeruginosa to persist in the CF
lung. Pyocyanin in vitro can interfere with func-
tions such as ciliary beating and therefore, cause
epithelial dysfunction as the ciliary are needed to
sweep mucus up the throat 76.

Additionally, neutrophil apoptosis 167, immuno-
globulin release from B-lymphocytes, and
interleukin (IL-8) release 30 and CCL5 are all im-
paired by pyocyanin causing the immune system

of the lung to be weakened. In vivo studies have
shown that the growth of the fungus is inhibited
in the presence of pyocyanin. The fungicidal
mechanism is the activation of NAD(P)H to in-
duce a redox-active cascade to produce reactive
oxygen intermediates. This allows P. aerugi-
nosa to have a competitive advantage as it may
dominate over other microorganisms in the CF
lung 82. The intracellular concentration of ATP is
also diminished by pyocyanin causing further
damage to CFTR which are already impaired in
cystic fibrosis. CFTR channels rely on ATP for
two main purposes. Firstly, the binding and hy-
drolysis of ATP has to occur at two nucleotide-
binding domains for the channel to move between
its open and closed conformation. Secondly, phos-
phorylation of CFTR by Protein kinase A-II
should occur for the channel to be operational.
PKA II is activated by cAMP which is produced
from ATP. Both these processes are impaired when
ATP is depleted by pyocyanin 126. If P. aeruginosa
uses pyocyanin production to its advantage in
competing with other bacteria in the same eco-
logical habitat, it must, therefore, have a mecha-
nism to ensure its protection or immunity against
the bactericidal agent it produces. This immunity
could be via higher concentrations of SOD (so-
dium dismutase) and catalase or by lack of per-
meability. Hassan and Fridorich (1980) reported
that P. aeruguinsa made a 62 % higher catalase
when grown under conditions conducive for pyo-
cyanin production. However, the level of SOD
was slightly lower. They also checked the effect
of pyocyanin on the rate of cyanide-resistant res-
piration in P. aeruginosa and found it to be non-
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responsive to pyocyanin. The respiration of P.
aeruginosa was generally resistant to cyanide.
Thus, 8 to 10 mM was required to inhibit the res-
piration by 91.3 %, and 0.134 mM pyocyanin
caused this cyanide-resistant respiration to rise
from 8.7 to 14.8 %. This increase is very moder-
ate compared to that observed in E. coli. These
results tentatively indicate that P. aeruginosa is
not as permeable to pyocyanin as is E. coli, and
they show that the organism makes higher cata-
lase to protect against H2O2 that might be gener-
ated outside the cells via extracellular autooxi-
dation of pyocyanin. They presumed that P.
aeruginosa actively secretes pyocyanin while
keeping its intracellular level low by a combina-
tion of low permeability and active extrusion 57.
Pyocyanin also inhibits prostacyclin release and
can inactivate human V-ATPases (involved in re-
ceptor-mediated endocytosis), a1-protease inhibi-
tor (which modulates serine protease activity, in-
cluding neutrophil elastase) and nitric oxide
(which influences blood flow, blood pressure, and
immune functions).

Challenges
P. aeruginosa is an opportunistic pathogen that

causes infections in immune-compromised hosts,
burn victims, individuals in intensive care, and
patients with CF. The lungs of nearly all CF pa-
tients are chronically colonized by P. aeruginosa,
which significantly reduces life expectancy and
it is the leading cause of morbidity and mortality
for CF patients. The ability of P. aeruginosa to
cause infection depends on the secretion of agents
termed, virulence factors, such as toxins and ad-
hesion molecules, that actively cause damage to
host tissues. Researchers have directed increas-
ing attention in recent years to ‘disarm’ the patho-
genicity of bacteria rather than kill them. This can
be done by targeting virulence using anti-infec-
tive or anti-virulence drugs 141.

Pyocyanin acts as both a virulence factor and a
quorum-sensing signaling molecule for P. aerugi-
nosa 77,91. It has been identified by some research-
ers that pathogen-associated proteins have homol-
ogy only with pathogenic bacteria and not with
non-pathogens 61. Such types of proteins are more
likely to have virulence-related functions. The list

of identified pathogen-associated proteins has
been included in components of the phenazine
biosynthesis pathway. Therefore, pyocyanin bio-
synthesis is an attractive target for anti-infective
drug intervention.

Biodegradation, detoxification, and inactiva-
tion of pyocyanin

The environmental degradation of the residual
pyocyanin became an important factor as pyocya-
nin has been used in the aquaculture system. Yang
and his colleagues reported the biodegradation of
PCA, the precursor of pyocyanin by soil organ-
isms Sphingomonas sp. DP58. Sphingomonas sp.
DP58 consume PCA as the sole source of carbon
and nitrogen and completely degrade it within 40h
179. Hill and Johnson 60 reported the microbial
transformation of phenazines by Aspergillus
sclerotiorum. Chen and his colleague conducted
the study on intermediates or metabolites pro-
duced out of this degradation 19.

Biodegradation of pyocyanin is esteemed by the
presence of a phenolic character in the compound
and phenolics are the best substrates for peroxi-
dases. The oxidation of pyocyanin leads to its in-
activation and becomes non-toxic and the reac-
tion is irreversible 146. The study on photosensi-
tized oxidation and inactivation showed that pyo-
cyanin could be partially inactivated through pho-
tochemical oxidation. The resulting product is a
poorer free radical generator and therefore a less
efficient stimulant of oxidative processes. These
results suggest that photosensitization could be a
potentially useful method for inactivation and
possibly for detoxification 146.

Applications of pyocyanin
Phenazine compounds produced by P. aerugi-

nosa were known to possess a broad spectrum of
antibiotic activity toward bacteria, fungi, and eu-
karyotic cells. Many of phenazine compounds
showed antitumor, antimalaria and antiparasitic
activities 92. The antimicrobial activities of phena-
zine had been investigated through their inhibi-
tion of some bacterial and fungal growth 11. So,
these compounds suitable to restrain microbes in
agricultural and pharmaceutical applications.
Aunchaleeb and colleagues 6 found that phena-
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zine had antimicrobial activity against some
pathogenic bacteria. Pyocyanin has been applied
as biological control agents in agriculture against
pathogenic fungi and bacteria. This antagonistic
property of pyocyanin to various pathogenic mi-
croorganisms have been studied extensively
3,7,89,142. The application of pyocyanin pigment at
concentration 5-10 mg/mL does not show any
deleterious or pathological effect in the eukary-
otic system and can be used as a biocontrol agent
against fungal and bacterial pathogens in agricul-
ture and aquaculture against Vibrios 137.

Pyocyanin as antimicrobial agent
Since the year 1940, it has been reported that

pyocyanin possesses antibacterial properties 174.
Pyocyanin pigment was also known as Colicin
because it inhibits the growth of E. coli. During
lysis of bacteria, protein fraction was released
which showed the antimicrobial properties of
pyocyanin pigment 180. According to Hassan and
Fridorich 57, exposure of E. coli cultures exposed
to pyocyanin pigment caused the depletion of
oxygen supply to the cells which leads to the pro-
duction of hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) and also
divert the electron flow, causing toxicity to the
cells.

Earlier reports on antibiotic action of pyocya-
nin pigment suggested that pigment inhibits the
growth of bacteria by interrupting the metabolic
transport in the cell through the interaction with
the respiratory chain. The production of stable
anion radical takes place upon uptaking of an elec-
tron by pyocyanin and thereafter undergo a re-
dox cycle that is responsible for its antibiotic ac-
tion. Pyocyanin itself gets reduced and reduces
oxygen to superoxide radicals which are very
toxic and these radicals are also responsible for
its antimicrobial action 57.

The bactericidal effect of purified pyocyanin
pigment depends on its concentration in all cases
8. Baron and Rowe 8 reported that only 2.9 μg of
purified pigment is sufficient for the inhibition of
bacterial growth. Pyocyanin showed its antibac-
terial action on both Gram-negative as well as
Gram-positive bacteria. It was reported that pyo-
cyanin has a negative influence on the mecha-
nism of active transport of many microorganisms

9. Nearly 90-95 % of the antimicrobial actions of
P. aeruginosa strains were due to the secretion of
the extracellular secondary metabolite pyocyanin.
It showed bactericidal action against many patho-
genic bacteria like Salmonella paratyphi, E. coli,
and Klebsiella pneumonia 152. The pigment
showed very effectual activity against organisms
like Acinetobacter, S. aureus, E. coli, and Strep-
tococcus pneumonia 160. Pyocyanin pigment also
showed antibacterial action on food spoilage bac-
teria like L. monocytogenes and B. cereus. It has
been reported in various papers that Gram-posi-
tive bacteria were more susceptible than Gram-
negative bacteria. El-Fouly and colleagues in 2015
36 reported that the highest minimum inhibitory
concentration (MIC) of purified pyocyanin was
50 mg/mL whereas the lowest MIC was 20 mg/
mL against E. coli.

Pyocyanin pigment has antimicrobial potential
to be used as antifungal, antibacterial, and anti-
protozoal agents. The mechanism of action of the
pigment on fungus is the same as that of the
mechanism of antibacterial action. Several groups
reported the in vitro inhibition of yeast growth by
P. aeruginosa 67,81 and there are reports which
suggest that inhibition of yeast growth by P.
aerugi-nosa in vivo in patients with 67 and with-
out cystic fibrosis 81. Pyocyanin obtained from P.
aerugi-nosa, isolated from the sputum of CF pa-
tients, also seize the growth of fungi like Can-
dida albicans and Aspergillus niger. Inhibition of
growth of A. fumigatus by pyocyanin was reported
to be dose-dependent but occurred at much higher
levels (>19 mg/well). In contrast to its effect on
C. albicans, pyocyanin caused complete inhibi-
tion of the growth of A. fumigatus 83. Pal and his
colleagues in 2006 130 reported that pyocyanin
showed antibiotic activity in vivo on Candida sp.
grown on Sabroud’s dextrose agar. Growth of
additional yeast species known to cause human
infection (C. krusei, C. keyfr, C. guillermondii,
C. tropicalis, C. glabrata, C. lusitaniae, C.
parapsilosis, C. pseudotropicalis, and S.
cerevisiae) was inhibited in the well plate assay
by pyocyanin (0.6 mg/well) and 1-hydroxy-
phenazine (9.5 mg/well).

It was observed that pyocyanin and pyorubin
obtained from P. aeruginosa have distinct anti-
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bacterial activity against Citrobacter sp., which
are usually associated with urinary tract and
wound infections 121. Pyocyanin pigment could
be a promising anti-tyrosinase agent and a new
active compound against Trichophyton rubrum,
which could be a major causative agent of tinea
corporis. Purified pyocyanin showed high inhibi-
tory activity against tyrosinase and  T. rubrum.

In vivo, topical treatments with pyocyanin oint-
ment established the efficiency of pyocyanin
(MIC 2000 μg/mL) to cure tinea corporis com-
pared to fluconazole. Also, the results showed
complete healing and disappearance of
hyperpigmentation by testing the safety of pyo-
cyanin ointment and its histopathological effi-
ciency in the skin treatment without any signifi-
cant toxic effect 38. These findings cover the con-
tinuous demand for novel and natural antimycotic
agents against troublesome fungal infections.

Pyocyanin as an antioxidant agent
Antioxidants are natural molecules that may

prevent or delay cell damage. It inhibits the oxi-
dation of other molecules. Oxidation is a process
that releases free radicals, leading to a chain of
reactions that may destroy cells. Free radical scav-
enging activity of pyocyanin was estimated by
DPPH (2, 2-diphenyl-1-picrylhydrazyl hydrate)
radical scavenging assay 100. It is a free radical,
contain an unpaired electron. This assay is very
simple and rapid to perform and very effective
for the evaluation of antioxidants by spectropho-
tometry 66. DPPH contains an odd electron be-
cause of which it has a strong absorption maxi-
mum at 517 nm and is purple in color. The con-
version of color from purple to yellow is observed
when an odd electron of DPPH paired with hy-
drogen from a radical scavenging oxidant to form
the reduced DPPH-H (2,2-diphenyl-1-
picrylhydra-zine).

It has been reported that pyocyanin produced
from P. aeruginosa BTRY1 strain has higher free
radical scavenging activity of 80 % at 0.2 μg/mL,
even at a very much lower concentration than that
of ascorbic acid 93. This is a positive indication
for the safe use of products as the compound
showed very high antioxidant activity at a very
minute concentration of pyocyanin 100. Chandran
(2014) evaluated the antioxidant activity of

pyocyanin pigment and it was found to be 55 %
at 500 mg/ml concentration 17.

Antibiofilm activity of pyocyanin
Any group of microorganisms, in which cells

adhered to each other and often also to the sur-
face comprises biofilm and these cells become
enclosed in a slimy extracellular matrix that is
formed of extracellular polymeric substances
(EPS). Many disease outbreaks were found to be
linked with biofilms formation and there is al-
ways a threat to human health because of
foodborne diseases. Biofilms became a major
problem in the food industry. It has been reported
that biofilm formed by many fungi and other
pathogenic bacteria was inhibited by secretion
from P. aeruginosa 64. Pigments produced by bac-
teria with the ability to control biofilm are reported
to have antioxidant activity which makes them
beneficial in the food industry for control of
foodborne disease or infections 94.

The formation of biofilm in vitro and their in-
hibition was examined by using a microtitre plate
assay with crystal violet staining. Generally, 96
well microtitre plates were used for antibiofilm
assay 149. The antibiofilm activity of the compound
was expressed using two techniques: scanning
electron microscopy (SEM) and confocal laser
scanning microscopy (CLSM).

Laxmi and Bhat (2016) 93, reported that pyo-
cyanin pigment at very low concentration (2*10-
2 ng/mL biofilm inhibitory concentration) has
anti-biofilm activity against biofilms formed by
Vibrio diabolicus and Salmonella enteritidis and
more than 80 % reduction in biofilm was
achieved. Pyocyanin (1.245 mg/mL) was able to
bring about 62 % inhibition in the EPS produc-
tion by B. casei BTDF1 and S. warneri BTDF2,
followed by 59 % in case of B. altitudinis
BTMW1, B. pumilus BTMY2 and B. niacini
BTDP3. Around 41 % reduction in biofilm was
observed in the case of M. luteus BTDF3 and G.
staerothermophilus BTFF2 followed by a 40 %
reduction in Bacillus sp BTSD1. Azithromycin
used as the positive control antibiotic to which
most of the biofilm producers were sensitive. The
BIC values of the bioactive compounds used in
the study were in nanogram quantities against the
tested food pathogens. This indicates the im-
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mensely potent strength of the pyocyanin in
biofilm control compared to the current
antibiofilm strategies like antibiotic treatments.

Agricultural applications of pyocyanin
Biological control of plant diseases has been

considered a valuable alternative method to man-
age various plant diseases. The microbial agent
that suppresses the pathogen is referred to as the
biological control agent. Biocontrol agents are
microbial antagonists to suppress plant diseases
as well as they are host specific pathogens to con-
trol weed populations. Phenazine has widely been
used in agricultural applications. It was used for
suppression of Erwinia amylovora which causes
fire blight disease in apple flowers 49 and also used
as natural suppression of Fusarium wilt disease
in soils of France 113. P. aeruginosa in soil pro-
duces pyocyanin which exists in the rhizosphere
and soil, it promotes plant growth and protects
plants from the phytopathogens 23,51. The produc-
tion of pyocyanin by P. aeruginosa was required
for generation of disease symptoms in plants and
the killing of nematode Caenohabditis elegans
and the fruit fly Drosophila melanogaster 106. The
Pseudomonas sp. which colonize the various plant
roots were found to act as potent microbiological
control agents for various plant pathogens 163. It
was found that phenazine compounds inhibit
mycelia growth of several fungal pathogens of
plants. The phenazine produced by the root colo-
nizing bacteria P. fluorescens and P. aureofaciens,
had a dominant role in the control of take all dis-
ease of wheat caused by Gaeumannomyces
graminis 55. The phenazine had broad spectrum
action against active and dormant structure of
fungal pathogen Pythium aphanidermatum and
root-knot nematode Meloidogyne inconita 79. The
phenazine derivatives were also selected to re-
duce the use of chemical pesticides in agricul-
ture. These pigments could either be alone or in
combination with some pesticides to lower the
doses of chemicals needed to obtain a profitable
crop yield 21.

Antitumour/ anticancerous action of pyocya-
nin

Cytotoxicity is defined as the quality of being

toxic to the cells. A compound is cytotoxic if it
kills the cells. The L929 fibroblast cell line was
derived from the normal subcutaneous areolar and
adipose tissue of the mouse. It has been reported
that after exposure of pyocyanin pigment at 6.25
mg/mL concentration, their cells showed 90 % of
viability. However with cancerous cell lines, pyo-
cyanin pigment showed its cytotoxic effect. That
is why this can be used as an anticancerous com-
pound. Zhao and his colleagues (2014), reported
that pyocyanin pigment shows a cytotoxic effect
on HepG2 cancerous cell line 182. Priyaja and col-
leagues 137, demonstrated the cytotoxic effect of
pyocyanin pigment on L132, RTG2, and Sf9 cell
lines. Among these cell lines L132, a human em-
bryonic lung epithelial cell line showed the
highest response to pigment than others. Further,
80 % of cell viability remains even at high con-
centrations of pigment indicate that it is safe to
consume the food supplemented with pyocyanin
93. The cytotoxic effect of pyocyanin pigment was
checked by MTT assay 5.

Pyocyanin act as a cytotoxic compound by in-
creasing the intracellular reactive oxygen species.
Pigment generates superoxide (O2-) and hydro-
gen peroxide (H2O2) reactive oxygen species on
reduction by NADH and NADPH in the cells and
the reduced form of pigment transfer electron to
O2. This is known as intracellular redox cycling
of pyocyanin. The reactive oxygen species formed
around and within the mitochondria 146. Pyocya-
nin prevents the breakdown of hydrogen perox-
ide (H2O2) by inhibiting the activity of catalase
by reducing the expression of gene encoding cata-
lase. This leads to an increase in the level of reac-
tive oxygen species indirectly 148. A very toxic
reactive nitrogen species (RNS) are formed when
superoxide reacts with nitric oxide. The RNS and
ROS both act together to damage proteins, DNA,
phospholipids of cells, and finally cause death to
the cells 122.

The measurement of cell viability after treat-
ment with different concentrations of pyocyanin
to establish the cytotoxic effect has been done by
MTT (Diphenyltetrazolium Bromide) assay 5.
This is a colorimetric assay method that measures
the reduction of yellow MTT by mitochondrial
succinate dehydrogenase to formazan.
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The MTT enters the cells and passes into the
mitochondria where it has been reduced to an in-
soluble, dark purple colored formazan product.

The pyocyanin extracted from Pseudomonas sp.
MCC 3145 has cytostatic potential and was found
to arrest the growth of Hep-G2, SK-MEL-2, A-
549, and HeLa cancer cells. The DNA intercala-
tion-based cytostatic activity of pyocyanin on
various human cancer cell lines suggests that this
molecule could be explored for use in therapeu-
tics 133.

Pyocyanin in aquaculture
Aquaculture is defined as the farming of fish,

molluscs, crustaceans, etc. and it is the cultiva-
tion of saltwater and freshwater populations un-
der controlled conditions. Aquaculture is the
multi-billion dollar industry on a global scale and
fastest-growing food sector and, looked upon as
the high protein resource to meet the nutritional
requirements of the increasing population. The
swing in aquaculture development is towards
magnification 10. However, commercial produc-
tion by aquaculture is obstructed by diseases
caused by bacteria, fungi, parasites, viruses, and
other undiagnosed and emerging pathogens. In
this context, antibiotics engaged the central stage
as control agents. This common strategy to con-
trol diseases over a period. There is antibiotic re-
sistance and horizontal transfer of resistant genes
from fish pathogens to humans. In this scenario,
several alternatives remedies for the prevention
and control of diseases in aquaculture have been
put forth, such as immunostimulants, vaccines,
and probiotics 52.

A large number of microorganisms harm the
aquaculture environment which includes Gram-
negative species (Aeromonas, Flavobacterium,
Pseudomonas, Achromobacter, and Vibrio) and
Gram-positive (Corynebacterium, Micrococcus,
and Bacillus). Vibriosis is a major disease caused
by Vibrio spp. which is ubiquitous in aquaculture
associated with all cultured species including fish,
molluscs and crustaceans 72,162,168,169.

Pseudomonads are a usual occupant of the
aquatic environment including shrimp culture
ponds 127 and are often related to gills, skin, and
intestinal tract of live fish 14. However, many bac-

terial isolates which are common members of the
non-pathogenic microflora of fish and shellfish
culture systems have been shown to inhibit fish
and prawn pathogens in vitro 71. It was stated that
certain strains of bacteria associated with Artemia
and prawn culture systems can control pathogens
through competitive exclusion or by the secre-
tion of inhibitory compounds 170. The disease pre-
vention has received much attention to control the
fish and shellfish pathogenic vibrios 172, particu-
larly by the use of non-pathogenic bacterial iso-
lates 145,158.

Pyocyanin can be applied as an eco-friendly
drug in the aquaculture system as it is biodegrad-
able and can be readily oxidized. For marine
prawn, Pseudomonas acts as a potent probiotic
as it caused growth inhibition of several patho-
gens such as Salmonella, Photobacterium demen-
selae, Staphylococcus aureus, Vibrio vulnificus,
V. parahaemolyticus, V. harveyi 129, V. fluvialis and
Aeromonas 124,171. Hai and Fotedar 54, reported that
P. synxantha and P. aeruginosa are the most ef-
fective probiotic in inhibiting bacteria isolated
from Penaeus latisulcatus.

Pyocyanin as an anticorrosive agent
Varieties of extracellular pigments produced by

microbes possess unique properties including
anticorrosive abilities. The P. aeruginosa pro-
duced a high amount of water-soluble, blue-green
pyocyanin pigments 36 which has applications in
various industrial sectors such as pharmaceutical,
control of phytopathogens, aquaculture, etc.
125,136,157. Apart from this, a study has evaluated
the anti-corrosion property of the bioactive pyo-
cyanin produced by P. aeruginosa. The research-
ers explored a new antibacterial property of pyo-
cyanin produced by Pseudomonas sp. TBH2 in
controlling the biocorrosive bacterial biofilm
formed by Bacillus sp.120. This study gains im-
portance as the production of pyocyanin from the
indigenous bacteria is not an expensive process
and it is environment friendly. The anticorrosion
role of pyocyanin towards the control of
microbially influenced corrosion (MIC) on Cu
metal surface in a cooling water system (CWS)
was supported by various characterization tech-
niques. Generally MIC of Cu metal occurs due to

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 15



the biofilm formation which leads to the oxida-
tion of copper metal into metal oxides. However
in the presence of pyocyanin adsorbed on the
metal surface, inhibition of biofilm formation was
noted due to its antibacterial activity. The func-
tional nitrogen-based group of pyocyanin coor-
dinates with Cu metal from as Cu-N complex
which acts as a protective layer on the metal sur-
face. The corrosion inhibition efficiency of pyo-
cyanin was observed to be 72 % 120 and this find-
ing was supported by earlier reports too 37. These
results strongly suggest that the pyocyanin act as
an effective biofilm inhibitor as this compound
was found to reduce the corrosion rate of Cu metal
in CWS.

Other applications
Phenazines can promote electron transfer and

have many recognized and potential biotechno-
logical applications. Phenazines had been used
as colorimetric redox indicators and the pH indi-
cator neutral red was among the best known. The
phenazines had been utilized for the development
of sensors and in nanotechnology and a deriva-
tive of phenazine was used to develop a lumines-
cence-based pH sensor 151. An amperometric sen-
sor for hydrogen peroxide determination was de-
veloped using neutral red attached to multiwalled
carbon nanotubes 74. A novel mediator-free
method based on genetically modified bacteria
was also developed for detecting water toxicity.
The genetically modified P. aeruginosa was se-
lected as the biosensor strain and pyocyanin pro-
duced by this strain was used as the indicator. The
toxicity response of this P. aeruginosa to 3,5-
dichlorophenol was measured electrochemically
and spectroscopically 181. This study provided a
convenient, sensitive, and cost-effective method
for water toxicity detection and extended the
biosensing application of the genetically modi-
fied bacterium.

Microbial fuel cells (MFCs) use microorgan-
isms to catalyze the conversion of chemical en-
ergy into electrical energy 164. An ongoing issue
with MFCs was that the slow rate of electron trans-
fer from the microorganism to the anodic elec-
trode which limits the MFC efficiency. It was
demonstrated that phenazine methosulfate or

phenazine methosulfate served as good electron
acceptors in photoelectron chemical cells 153. It
was observed that other phenazines also contrib-
uted to the rates of electron transfer in MFCs. The
addition of pyocyanin to MFC-containing
Brevibacillus sp PTH1 doubled the rate of elec-
tron transfer 138. The addition of a phenazine-1-
carboxylic acid-producing P. chlororaphis or a
derivative that produces high levels of pyocya-
nin to a mixed MFC resulted in higher electron
transfer rates. A strain of P. aeruginosa isolated
from MFC was maintained in a batch mode for
over a year that supported 352 mV using 1500
mg/l glucose as fuel 103. Phenazines conjugated
to other compounds such as a phenanthroline-
fused phenazine offer potential as components of
organic light-emitting devices (OLED) 18. OLEDs
were gaining popularity due to their low voltage
requirements, wide color range, and lightweight.
OLEDs were organic semiconductors contain-
ing an emissive layer placed between a trans-
parent anode (e.g., transparent indium tin oxide)
and a metal cathode (e.g., Mg, Al and Ag). When
a bias was applied across the electrodes, the
‘holes’ (areas lacking electrons) and electrons
combine in the emissive layer resulting in light
emission 96.

Conclusion
Pyocyanin is one of the virulence factors pro-

duced by the P. aeruginosa for enhancing its
pathogenesis. Pyocyanin enhances the pathogen-
esis by inhibiting the growth of competitive mi-
croorganisms of P. aeruginosa. Besides this, pyo-
cyanin gain attention due to its various applica-
tions in pharmaceutical, agriculture, biosensors,
environmental, etc. Many new antibiotics have
been developed by pharmaceutical industries, but
finding new broad-spectrum antimicrobial agents
is still a priority because of resistant bacterial in-
fections. The pyocyanin possesses effective anti-
microbial activity against many multidrug-resis-
tant pathogens. Inhibition of such pathogens by
pyocyanin pigment showed its importance and
potentiality as an antimicrobial drug. Research-
ers explored this antibacterial property of pyo-
cyanin produced by Pseudomonas sp. TBH2 in
controlling biocorrosion bacterial biofilm formed

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 16



References
1. Aberoumand, A. (2011). A review article on edible pigments properties and sources as natural

biocolorants in foodstuff and food industry. World Journal of Dairy Food Sciences. 6: 71-78.
2. Ahmad, W.A., Ahmad, W.Y.W., Zakaria Z.A., Yusof N.Z. (2012). Application of Bacterial

Pigments as Colorant. Springer Briefs in Molecular Science. 57-74.
3. Anjaiah, V., Cornelis, P., Koedam, N. (2003). Effect of genotype and root colonization in bio-

logical control of fusarium wilts in pigeon pea and chickpea by Pseudomonas aeruginosa PNA1.
Canadian Journal of Microbiology. 49: 85.

4. Armstrong, A.V., Stewart-Tull, D.E., Roberts, J.S. (1971). Characterisation of the Pseudomonas
aeruginosa factor that inhibits mouse-liver mitochondrial respiration. Journal of Medical Microbio-
logy. 4: 249-262.

5. Arung, E.T., Wicaksono, B.D., Handoko, Y.A., Kusuma, I.W., Yulia, D., Sandra, F. (2009).
Anti-cancer properties of diethylether extract of wood from sukun (Antocarpus altils) in human
breast cancer (T47D) cells). Tropical Journal of Pharmceutical Research. 8: 317-324.

6. Aunchaleeb, N., Sukanga, A., Chanokporn, P., Paweena, P., Saksit, C., Chalerm, R. (2009).
Synthesis, Isolation of phenazine derivatives and their antimicrobial activity. Walailak Journal of
Science and Technology. 6: 79-91.

7. Bano, N., Musarrat, J. (2003). Characterization of a new Pseudomonas aeruginosa strain NJ-
15 as a potential biocontrol agent. Current Microbiology. 46: 324-328.

8. Baron, S.S., Rowe, J.J. (1981). Antibiotic action of pyocyanin. Antimicrobial Agents and Chemo-
therapy. 20: 814-820.

9. Baron, S.S., Terranova, G., Rowe, J.J. (1989). Molecular mechanism of the antimicrobial action
of pyocyanin. Current Microbiology. 18: 223-230.

10. Bondad-Reantaso, M.G., Subasinghe, R.P., Arthur, J.R., Ogawa, K., Chinabut, S., Adlard,
R., Tan, Z., Shariff, M. (2005). Disease and health management in Asian aquaculture. Veterinary
Parasitology. 132: 249-72.

11. Brisbane, P., Janik, L., Tate, M., Warren, R. (1987). Revised structure for the phenazine anti-
biotic from P. fluorescens. Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy. 31: 1967-1971.

12. Brown, R.W. (1956). Composition of Scientific Words. Smithsonian Institutional Press.
13. Burton, M.O., Eagles, B.A., Campbell, J.J.R. (1947). The amino acid requirements for pyocyanin

production. Canadian Journal of Research. 25: 121-128.
14. Cahill, M.M. (1990). Bacterial flora of fishes. Microbial Ecology. 19: 21-41.
15. Cao, H., Krishnan, G., Goumnerov, B., Tsongalis, J., Tompkins, R., Rahme, L.G. (2001). A

quorum sensing associated virulence gene of Pseudomonas aeruginosa encodes a LysR-like
transcription regulator with a unique self-regulatory mechanism. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the United State of America. 98: 14613-14618.

16. Cerdá-Olmedo, E. (2001). Phycomyces and the biology of light and color. FEMS Microbiology

by Bacillus sp. In addition to this, pyocyanin pig-
ment showed a cytotoxic effect in vitro on can-
cerous cell lines at very minute concentration but
it has been reported that pyocyanin has no toxic
effect on normal cell lines. The anti-biofilm ac-
tivity of the pyocyanin against multiple antibi-
otic resistant food pathogens expands their effi-
cacy for applications in the food industry. This
can be used to control several other active food
pathogens if applied in the food. More applica-

tions need to be explored within vivo studies to
establish the positive effects of pyocyanin in clini-
cal and therapeutic science.

Acknowledgments
The author Alka Rani acknowledges the Junior

Research Fellowship from the Indian Council of
Medical Research, Govt. of India, New Delhi for
this study and Himachal Pradesh University,
Summerhill, Shimla, India.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 17



Reviews. 25: 503-512.
17. Chandran, M., Duraipandi, V., Yuvaraj, D., Vivek, P., Parthasarathy. (2014). Production

and extraction of bacterial pigments from novel strains and their applications. Journal of Pharma-
ceutical, Biological and Chemical Sciences. 5: 584-593.

18. Chen, J., Xiao-Chang, C. (2004). Organic light-emitting device having phena-anthroline fued
phenazine. US patent. 6: 713-781.

19. Chen, K., Hu, H., Wang, W., Zhang, X., Xu, Y. (2008). Metabolic degradation of phenazine-1-
carboxylic acid by the strain Sphingomonas sp. DP58: then identification of two metabolites.
Biodegradation. 19: 659-667.

20. Chew, B.P., Park, J.S., Wong, M.W., Wong, T.S. (1998). A comparison of theanticancer activities
of dietary beta-carotene, canthaxanthin and astaxanthin in mice in vivo. Anticancer Research. 19:
1849-1853.

21. Chin-A-Woeng, T.F.C., Thomas-Oates, J.E., Lugtenbrg, B.J.J., Bloemberg, G.V. (2001).
Introduction of the phzH gene of Pseudomonas chlororaphis PCL1391 extends the range of bio-
control ability of phenazine-1-carboxylic acid producing Pseudomonas spp strains. Molecular
Plant-Microbe Interactions. 14: 1006-1015.

22. Cohen, T.S., Prince, A. (2012). Cystic fibrosis: a mucosal immunodeficiency syndrome. Nature
Medicine. 18: 509-519.

23. Cook, J.R. (1988). Biological control and holistic plant. American Journal of Aternative Agri-
culture. 33: 51-62.

24. Cooney, J.J., Marks, H.W., Smith, A.M. (1966). Isolation and identification of canthaxanthin
from Micrococcus roseus. Journal of Bacteriology. 92: 342-345.

25. Cooper, M., Tavankar G.R., Williams, H.D. (2003). Regulation of expression of the cyanide-
insensitive terminal oxidase in Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Microbiology. 149: 1275-1284.

26. Costa, F.T.M., Justo, G.Z., Dura’n, N., Nogueira, P.A., Lopes, S.C.P. (2005). The use of
violacein in its free and encapsulated form in polymeric systems against malaria. Brazilian Patent
PIBr, 0563990.

27. Cox, C.D. (1986). Role of Pyocyanin in the acquisition of iron from transferin. Infection and
Immunity. 52: 263-270.

28. Crouch, B.S., Wunderink, R.G., Jones, C.B., Leper, K.V. (1996). Ventilator- associated
pneumonia due to Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Chest. 109: 1019-1029.

29. Cude, W.N., Mooney, J., Tavanaei, A.A., Hadden, M.K., Frank, A.M., Gulvik, C.A., May,
A.L., Buchan, A. (2012). Production of the antimicrobial secondary metabolite indigoidine
contributes to competitive surface colonization by the marine roseobacter Phaeobacter sp. strain
Y4I. Applied and Environmental Microbiology. 78: 4771-4780.

30. Denning, G., Wollenweber, L., Railsback, M., Cox, C., Stoll, L., Britigan, B. (1998). Pseudo-
monas pyocyanin increases interleukin-8 expression by human airway epithelial cells. Infection
and Immunity. 66: 5777-5784. 

31. Deorukhkar, A.A., Chander, R., Ghosh, S.B., Sainis, K.B. (2007). Identification of a red-
pigmented bacterium producing a potent anti-tumor N-alkylated prodigiosin as Serratia marces-
cens. Research in Microbiology. 158: 399-404.

32. Di Mascio, P., Kaiser, S., Sies, H. (1989). Lycopene as the most efficient biological carotenoid
singlet oxygen quencher. Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics. 274: 532-538.

33. Duffose, L. (2006). Microbial production of food grade pigments, food grade pigments. Food
Technology and Biotechnology. 44: 313-321.

34. Dufossé, L. (2009). Microbial and microalgal carotenoids as colourants and supplements. In
Carotenoids Birkhäuser Basel. 83-98.

35. Duran, M., Ponezi, A.N., Faljoni-Alario, A., Teixeira, M.F., Justo, G.J., Duran, N. (2012).

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 18



Potential applications of violacein: a microbial pigment. Medicinal Chemistry Research. 21:
1524-1532.

36. El-Fouly, M.Z., Sharaf, A.M., Shahin, A.A.M., El-Bialy, H.A., Omara, A.M.A. (2015).
Biosynthesis of pyocyanin pigment by Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Journal of Radiation Research
and Applied Science. 8: 36-48.

37. El-Shouny, W.A., Al-Baidani, A.R.H., Hamza, W.T. (2011). Antimicrobial activity of pyocyanin
produced by Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated from surgical wound-infections, International
Journal of Pharmceutical and Medical Science. 1: 1-7.

38. El-Zawawy, N.A., Ali, S.S. (2016). Pyocyanin as anti-tyrosinase and anti tinea corporis: A novel
treatment study. Microbial Pathogenesis. 100: 213-220.

39. Feher, D., Barlow, R.S., Lorenzo, P.S., Hemscheidt, T. (2008). A 2-substituted prodiginine, 2-
(p-hydroxybenzyl)prodigiosin, from Pseudoalteromonas rubra. Journal of Natural Products. 71:
1970-1972.

40 Florencio, J.A., Soccols, C.R., Furlanetto, L.F., Bonfim, T.M.B., Krieger, N., Baron, M.,
Fontana, J.D. (1998). A factorial approach for a sugarcane juice based low cost culture medium:
increasing the astaxanthin production by the red yeast Phaffia rhodozyma. Bioprocess Engineering.
19: 161-164.

41. Flores-Cotera, L.B., Sanchez, S. (2001). Copper but not iron limitation increases astaxanthin
production by Phaffia rhodozyma in a chemically defined medium. Biotechnology Letters. 23:
793-797.

42. Fordos, J. (1859). Receuil des Travaux de la Societe d’Emulation pour les Sciences Pharmaceu-
tiques. 3: 30.

43. Frank, H., DeMoss, R.D. (1959). On the biosynthesis of pyocyanin. Journal of Bacteriology.
77: 776-782.

44. Friedheim, E., Michaelis, L. (1931). Potentiometric study of pyocyanin. The Journal of Biological
Chemistry. 91: 355-368.

45. Fuhrman, B., Elis, A., Aviram, M. (1997). Hypocholesterolemic effect of lycopene and â-carotene
is related to suppression of cholesterol synthesis and augmentation of LDL receptor activity in
macrophages. Biochemical and Biophysical Research Communication. 233: 658-662.

46. Geldreich, E.E. (1984). Microbiology of water. Journal of the Water Pollution Control Federation.
48: 1338-1356.

47. Gerber, N.N. (1973). Microbial Phenazines. In: CRC Handbook of Microbiology. Volume III:
Microbial Products. Eds: Laskin A.I. and Lechevalier, H.A., CRC Press. 33: 329-332.

48. Gessard, C. (1882). Sur les colorations bleues et vertes des linges A pansements. Compte Rendu
de l’Academic des Siences. 94: 536-538.

49. Giddens, S.R., Houliston, G.J., Mahnty, K.H. (2003). The influence of antibiotic production
and presumptive colonization on the population dynamics of Pantoea agglomerans Erwinia
Herbicola Eh1087 and Erwinia amylovora in Planta. Environmental microbiology. 5: 1016-1021.

50. Giovannucci, E., Rimm, E.B., Liu, Y., Stampfer, M.J., Willett, W.C. (2002). A prospective
study of tomato products, lycopene, and prostate cancer risk. Journal of the National Cancer
Institute. 94: 391-398.

51. Glick, B.R. (1995). The enhancement of plant growth by free living bacteria. Canadian Journal
of Microbiology. 41: 109-117.

52. Gomez, R., Geovanny, D., Balcazar, J.L., Shen, M.A. (2007). Probiotics as control agents in
Aquaculture. J. Ocean Univ. China. 6: 76-79.

53. Grible, H.G., Bird, T.J., Nidea, H.M., Miller, C.A. (1982). Chute-hydropulping waste disposal
system: a reservoir of enteric bacilli and Pseudomonas in modern hospital. The Journal of Infectious
Disease. 130: 602-607.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 19



54. Hai, V.N., Fotedar, R. (2009). Comparison of the effects of the prebiotics (Bio- Mos® and b-
1,3-D-glucan) and the customised probiotics (Pseudomonas synxantha and P. aeruginosa) on the
culture of juvenile western king prawns (Penaeus latisulcatus Kishinouye, 1896). Aquaculture.
289: 310-316.

55. Hamdan, H., Weller, D.M., Thomashow, L.S. (1991). Relative importance of fluorescent sidero-
phores and other factors in biological control of Gaeumannomyces graminis var. tritici by Pseudo-
monas fluorescens 2-79 and M4-80R. Applied Environmental Microbiology. 57: 3270-3277.

56. Hammond, R.K., White, D.C. (1970). Inhibition of carotenoid hydroxylation in Staphylococcus
aureus by mixed-function oxidase inhibitors. Journal of Bacteriology. 103: 607-610.

57. Hassan, H.M., Fridorich, I. (1980). Mechanism of the antibiotic action of pyocyanin. Journal
of Bacteriology. 141: 156-163.

58. Hassani, H., Hasan, H., Al-Saadi, A., Ali, A., Muhammad, M. (2012). A comparative study on
cytotoxicity and apoptotic activity of pyocyanin produced by wild type and mutant strains of
Pseudomonas aeruginosa. European Journal of Experimental Biology: 1389-1394.

59. Hassett, D.J. (1996). Anaerobic production of alginate by Pseudomonas aeruginosa: alginate
restricts diffusion of oxygen. Journal of Bacteriology. 178: 7322-7325.

60. Hill, J.C., Johnson, G.T. (1969). Microbial transformation of phenazines by Aspergillus sclero-
tiorum. Mycologia. 61: 452-467.

61. Ho Sui, S.J., Fedynak, A., Hsiao, W.W., Langille, M.G., Brinkman, F.S. (2009). The association
of virulence factors with genomic islands. Nucleic Acids Research. 4: e8094.

62. Hoadley, A.W., Ajello, G. (1982). Some characteristic of fluorescent Pseudomonads isolated
from surface waters and capable of growth at 41oC. Canadian Journal of Microbiology. 18: 1769-
1773.

63. Hoadley, A.W., McCoy, E., Rohlich, G.A. (1981). Untersuchungen uber Pseudomonas aeruginosa
in Oberflachengewassern. I.Quellen. Arch. Hyg. Bakteriology. 152: 328-338.

64. Holcombe, L.J., McAlester, G., Munro, C.A., Enjalbert, B., Brown, A.J.P., Gow, N.A.R.,
Ding, C., Butler, G., O’Gara, F., Morrissey, J.P. (2010). Pseudomonas aeruginosa secreted
factors impair biofilm development in Candida albicans. Microbiology. 156: 1476-1486.

65. Hong, M.Y., Seeram, N.P., Zhang, Y., Heber, D. (2008). Anticancer effects of Chinese red
yeast rice versus monacolin K alone on colon cancer cells. The Journal of Nutritional Biochemistry.
19: 448-458.

66. Huang, D.J., Ou, B.X., Prior, R.L. (2005). The chemistry behind antioxidant capacity assays.
Journal of Agriculture and Food chemistry. 53: 1841-1856.

67. Hughes, W.T., Kim, H.K. (1973). Mycoflora in cystic fibrosis: some ecologic aspects of Pseudo-
monas aeruginosa and Candida albicans. Mycopathologia Et Mycologia Applicata. 50: 261-
269.

68. Ingledew W.M, Campbell, J.J.R. (1969). A new resuspension medium for pyocyanine production.
Canadian Journal of Microbiology. 15: 595-598.

69. Jacobson, G., Wasileski, J. (1994). Production of food colorants by fermentation. Bioprocess
Production of Flavor, Fragrance and Color Ingredients. 205-237.

70. Jayaseelan, S., Ramasamy, D., Ethiraj, S., Dharmara., Compreh, J. (2014). Production of
pyocyanin and its antagonistic activity against selected fungal rice pathogens. International Journal
of Comprehensive Research in Biological Sciences. 1: 26-32.

71. Jayaprakash, N.S., Pai, S.S., Anas, A., Preetha, R., Philip, R., Singh, I.S.B. (2005). A marine
bacterium, Micrococcus MCCB 104, antagonistic to vibrios in prawn larval rearing systems.
Disease in aqatic organism. 68: 39-45.

72. Jayaprakash, N.S., Rejish, K.V.J., Philip, R., Singh, I.S.B. (2006). Vibrios associated with
Macrobrachium rosenbergii (De Man, 1879) larvae from three hatcheries on the Indian southwest

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 20



coast. Aquaculture Research. 37: 351-358.
73. Jensen, K.A., Holten, C.H. (1949). The dipole moment of pyocyanin. Acta Chemica Scandinavica.

3: 1446-1447.
74. Jeykumari, D., Narayanan, S. (2007). Covalent modification of multi walled carbon nanotubes

with neutral red for the fabrication of an amperometric hydrogen peroxide sensor. Nanotechnology.
18: 125501-125510.

75. Joshi, V., Attri, D., Bala, A., Bhushan, S. (2003). Microbial Pigments. Indian Journal of Bio-
technology. 2: 362-369.

76. Kanthakumar, K., Taylor, G., Tsang, K., Cundell, D., Rutman, A., Smith, S., Jeffery, P.,
Cole, P., Wilson, R. (1993). Mechanism of action of Pseudomona aeruginosa pyocyanin on
human ciliary beat in vitro. Infection and Immunity. 61: 2848-2853.

77. Karatuna, O., Yagci, A. (2010). Analysis of quorum sensing-dependent virulence factor pro-
duction and its relationship with antimicrobial susceptibility in Pseudomonas aeruginosa
respiratory isolates. Clinical microbiology and infection. 16: 1770-1775.

78. Kassinger, R.G. (2003). Dyes: From Sea Snails to Synthetics. Minneapolis, MN: Millbrooke
Press, Inc.

79. Kavitha, K., Mathiyazhagan, S., Sendhivel, V., Nakkeeran, S., Chandrasekar, G., Fernado,
W.G.D. (2005). Broad spectrum action of phenzine against active and dormant structures of
fungal pathogens and root knot nematode. Archives of phytopathology and plant protection. 38:
69-76.

80. Kenworthy, R. (1975). Digestibility and balance studies of gnotobiotic pigs undergoing acute
intestinal infections with E. coli. Research in Vetinary Science. 16: 208-215.

81. Kerr, J.R. (1994). Inhibition of fungal growth by Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Pseudomonas
cepacia isolated from patients with cystic fibrosis. Journal of Infection. 28: 305-310.

82. Kerr, J., Taylor, G., Rutman, A., Hoiby, N., Cole, P., Wilson, R. (1998). Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa pyocyanin and 1-hydroxyphenazine inhbit fungal growth. Journal of Clinical Pathology. 52:
385-387.

83. Kerr, J.R., Taylor, G.W., Rutman, A., Hoiby, N., Cole, P.J., Wilson, R. (1999). Pseudomonas
aeruginosa pyocyanin and 1-hydroxyphenazine inhibit fungal growth. Journal of Clinical Micro-
biology. 52: 385-387.

84. King, E.O., Ward, M.K., Raney, D.E. (1954). Two simple media for the demonstration of pyco-
cyanin and fluorescin. Journal of Laboratory and Clinical Medicine. 4: 301-307.

85. Kline, B.C. (1976). Pili, plasmids and microbial virulence. Mayo Clinic Proceedings. 51: 3-5.
86. Kobayashi, M., Kakizono, T., Nagai, S. (1993). Enhanced carotenoid biosynthesis by oxidative

stress in acetate induced cyst cells of a green unicellular alga, Haematococcus pluvialis. Applied
and Environmental Microbiology. 59: 867-873.

87. Konzen, M., De Marco, D., Cordova, C.A., Vieira, T.O., Antônio, R.V., Creczynski-Pasa,
T.B. (2006). Antioxidant properties of violacein: possible relation on its biological function. Bio-
organic and Medicinal Chemistry. 14: 8307-8313.

88. Kriss, A.E., Mishustina, I.E., Mitskevich, N., Zemtsova, E.V. (1974). Microbial population of
oceans and seas. Translated by Syers, K. and edited by Fogg, G.E.. Edward Arnold Ltd. London.

89. Kumar, R.S., Ayyadurai, N., Pandiaraja, P., Reddy, A.V., Venkateswarlu, Y., Prakash, O.,
Sakthivel, N. (2005). Characterization of antifungal metabolite produced by a new strain
Pseudomonas aeruginosa PUPa3 that exhibits broad-spectrum antifungal activity and biofertilizing
traits. Journal of Applied Microbiology. 98: 145-154.

90. Lau, G.W. (2003). The Drosophila melanogaster toll pathway participates in resistance to infection
by the gram-negative human pathogen Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Infection and Immunity. 71:
4059-4066.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 21



91. Lau, G.W., Hassett, D.J., Ran, H., Kong, F., Mavrodi, D. (2004). Pseudomonas aeruginosa
pyocyanin is critical for lung infection in mice. Infection and Immunity. 72: 4275-4278.

92. Laursen, J., Nielsen, J., (2004). Phenazine natural products: Biosynthesis, synthetic analogue
and biological activity. Chemical Reviews. 104: 1663-1685.

93. Laxmi, M., Sarita, B.G. (2016). Characterization of pyocyanin with radical scavenging and
antibiofilm properties isolated from Pseudomonas aeruginosa strain BTRY1. 3 Biotech. 6: 27-
32.

94. Laxmi, M., Sarita, B.G. (2014). Characterization of biofilm forming microorganisms in food
sampled from local markets in Kochi, Kerala, India. International Journal of Recent Scientific
Research. 5: 1070-1075.

95. Leisinger, T., Margraff, R. (1979). Secondary metabolites of the fluorescent pseudomonads.
Microbiology Reviews. 4: 422-442.

96. Li, X., Wu, Z., Si, Z., Liang-Zhou, L., Zhang, H. (2009). Effect of secondary efficiencies for a
series of europium (III) complexes, a density functional theory study. Physical Chemistry Chemical
Physics. 11: 9687-9695.

97. Li, Q.A., Mavrodi, D.V., Thomashow, L.S., Roessle, M., Blankenfeldt, W. (2011). Ligand
binding induces an ammonia channel in 2 amino 2 desoxyisochorismate (ADIC) synthase PhzE.
Journal of Biological Chemistry. 286: 18213-18221.

98. Liu, P.V., Abe, Y., Bates, J.C. (1988). The role of various fractions of Pseudomonas aeruginosa
in its pathogenesis. The Journal of Infectious Disease. 108: 218-228.

99. Liu, P.V. (1989). Toxins of Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Pseudomonas aeruginosa: clinical mani-
festation of infection and current therapy. Academic Press, New York. In Doggett, R.G. (ed.) 63-
89.

100. Liyana, P.C.M., Shahidi, F. (2005). Antioxidant activity of commercial soft and hard wheat
(Triticum aestivum L.) as affected by gastric pH conditions. Journal of Agricultural and Food
Chemistry. 53: 429-443.

101. Lopes, S.C.P., Blanco, Y.C., Justo, G.Z., Nogueira, P.A., Rodrigues, F.L.S., Goelnitz, U.,
Wunderlich, G., Facchini, G., Brocchi, M., Dura’n, N., Costa, F.T.M. (2009). Violacein
extracted from Chromobacterium violaceum inhibits Plasmodium growth in vitro and in vivo.
Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy. 53: 2149-2152. 

102. Lorquin, J., Molouba, F., Dreyfus, B.L. (1997). Identification of the carotenoid pigment cantha-
xanthin from photosynthetic Bradyrhizobium strains. Applied Environmental Microbiology. 63:
1151-1154.

103. Luo, H., Liu, G., Zhang, R., Cao, L. (2009). Isolation and Characteriation of electrochemical
active P. aeruginosa strain RE7. Huanjing Kexue. 30: 2118-2123.

104. Lyczak, J.B., Cannon, C.L., Pier, G.B. (2000). Establishment of Pseudomonas aeruginosa
infection: lessons from a versatile opportunist. Microbes and Infection. 2: 1051-1060.

105. Lyczak, J.B., Cannon, C. L., Pier, G.B. (2002). Lung infections associated with cystic fibrosis.
Clinical Microbiology Reviews. 15: 194-222.

106. Mahajan-Miklos, S., Tan, M.W., Rahme, L.G., Ausubel, F.M. (1999). Molecular mechanisms
of bacterial virulence elucidated using a Pseudomonas aeruginosa-Caenorhabditis elegans
pathogenesis model. Cell 96: 47-56.

107. Marshall, K.C., Stout, R., Mitchell, R. (1986). Mechanism of the initial events in the sorption
of marine bacteria to surfaces. Journal of General Microbiology. 68: 337-348.

108. Mathews-Roth, M.M. (1982). Antitumor activity of b-carotene, canthaxanthin and phytoene.
Oncology. 39: 33-37.

109. Matz, C., Deines, P., Boenigk, J., Arndt, H., Eberl, L., Kjelleberg, S., Jurgens, K. (2004).
Impact of violacein producing bacteria on survival and feeding of bacteriovorans nanoflagellates.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 22



Applied Environmental Microbiology. 70: 1593-1599.
110. Mavrodi, D.V., Bonsall, R.F., Delaney, S.M., Soule, M.J., Phillips, G., Thomashow, L.S.

(2001). Functional Analysis of Genes for Biosynthesis of Pyocyanin and Phenazine-1-Carbo-
xamide from Pseudomonas aeruginosa PAO1. Journal of Bacteriology. 183: 6454-6465.

111. Mavrodi, D.V., Ksenzenko, V.N., Bonsall, R.F., Cook, R.J., Boronin, A.M., Thomashow,
L.S. (1998). A seven-gene locus for synthesis of phenazine-1-carboxylic acid by Pseudomonas
fluorescens 2-79. Journal of Bacteriology. 180: 2541-2548.

112. Mayhall, J.T. (1997). Dental anthropology. American journal of physical anthropology 104:
535-536.

113. Mazurier, S., Corberand, T., Lemanceau, P., Raaijmakers, J.M. (2009). Phenzine antibiotics
produced by fluorescent pseudomonads contribute to natural soil suppressiveness to Fusarium
Wilt. ISME Journal. 3: 977-991.

114. McGowan, R.P., Cheng, K.L., Bailey, C.B.M., Costerton, J.W. (1988). Adhesion of bacteria
to epithelial cell surfaces within reticulo-rumen of cattle. Applied Environmental Microbiology.
35: 149-155.

115. Melvin, M.S., Tomlinson, J.T., Saluta, G.R., Kucera, G.L., Lindquist, N., Manderville, R.A.
(2000). Double-strand DNA cleavage by copper prodigiosin. Journal of the American Chemical
Society. 122: 6333-6334.

116. Migula, W. (1894). Ueber ein neues System der Bakterien. Arbeiten aus dem Bakteriologischen
Institut der Technichen Hochschule zu Karlsruhe. L Band. 235-238.

117. Moore, E.R.B., Tindall, B.J., Martins, V.A.P., Pieper, D.H., Juan-Luis, R., Palleroni, N.J.
(2006). Nonmedical: Pseudomonas. Prokaryotes. 6: 646-703.

118. Murphy, T.F. (2008). The many faces of Pseudomonas aeruginosa in chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. Clinical Infectious Diseases. 47: 1534-1536.

119. Nagpal, N., Munjal, N., Chatterjee, S. (2011). Microbial Pigments with Health Benefits - A
Mini Review. Trends Biosciences. 4: 157-160.

120. Narenkumar, J., Sathishkumar, K., Sarankumar, R.K., Murugan, K., Rajasekar, A. (2017).
An anticorrosive study on potential bioactive compound produced by Pseudomonas aeruginosa
TBH2 against the biocorrosive bacterial biofilm on copper metal. Journal of Molecular Liquids.
243: 706-713.

121. Narsing, R.M.P., Xiao, M., Li, W.J. (2017). Fungal and Bacterial Pigments: Secondary metabo-
lites with wide applications. Frontiers in Microbiology. 8: 1113.

122. Nishi, T., Forgac, M. (2002). The vacuolar HC-ATPases – nature’s most versatile proton pumps.
Nature Reviews Molecular Cell Biology. 3: 94-103.

123. NNIS system. (1999). National nosocomial infection surveillance system report. American journal
of Infection Control. 27: 520- 532.

124. Oblinger, J.C., Kreft, A.A. (1990). Inhibitory effect of Pseudomonas on selected Salmonella
and bacterial isolates from poultry. Journal of Food Science. 35: 30-32.

125. Ohfuji, K., Sato, N., Hamada-Sato, N., Kobayashi, T., Imada, C., Okuma, H. (2004). Cons-
truction of a glucose sensor based on a screen-printed electrode and a novel mediator pyocyanin
from Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Biosensors and Bioelectronics. 19: 1237-1244.

126. Ostedgaard, S., Baldursson, O., Vermeer, D., Welsh, M., Robertson, A. (2001). Regulation
of the cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator ClK channel by its R domain. Journal
of Biological Chemistry. 276: 7689-7692. 

127 Otta, S.K., Karunasagar, I., Karunasagar, I. (1999). Bacterial flora associated with shrimp
culture ponds growing Penaeus monodon. Journal of Aquaculture in the Tropics. 14: 309-318.

128. Paerl, W. (1989). Microbial attachment to particles in marine amd freshwater ecosystems.
Microbial Ecology. 2: 73-83.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 23



129. Pai, S.S., Anas, A., Jayaprakash, N.S., Priyaja, P., Sreelakshmi, B., Preetha, R., Philip, R.,
Mohandas, A., Singh, I.S.B. (2010). Penaeus monodon larvae can be protected from Vibrio
harveyi infection by pre emptive treatment of a rearing system with antagonistic or non anta-
gonistic bacterial probiotics. Aquaculture Research. 4: 847-860.

130. Pal, K.K., Gardner, B.M.S. (2006). Biological control of plant pathogens. Plant Health Instruc-
tor. The American Phytopathological Society. 1-25.

131. Park, Y., Park, S.N., Park, S.C., Park, J.Y., Park, Y.H., Hahm, J.S., Hahm, K.S. (2004).
Antibiotic activity and synergistic effect of antimicrobial peptide against pathogens from a patient
with gallstones. Biochemical and Biophysical Research Communication. 321: 631-637.

132. Parsons, J.F., Greenhagen, B.T., Shi, K., Calabrese, K., Robinson, H., Ladner, J.E. (2007).
Structural and functional analysis of the pyocyanin biosynthetic protein PhzM from Pseudo-
monas aeruginosa. Biochemistry. 46: 1821-1828.

133. Patil, S., Nikama, M., Patila, H., Anokhinab, T., Kochetkovb, V., Chaudharia, A. (2017).
Bioactive pigment production by Pseudomonas spp. MCC 3145: Statistical media optimization,
biochemical characterization, fungicidal and DNA intercalation-based cytostatic activity. Process
Biochemistry. 58: 298-305.

134. Powers, H.J. (2003). Riboflavin (vitamin B-2) and health. The American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition. 77: 1352-1360.

135. Prince, A.S. (2012). 155-Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Principles and Practice of Pediatric Infectious
Diseases. 842-846.

136. Priyaja, A. (2013). Pyocyanin (5-methyl-1-hydroxyphenazine) produced by Pseudomonas
aeruginosa as antagonist to vibrios in aquaculture: Overexpression, downstream process and
toxicity (Ph.D thesis). India: Cochin University of Science and Technology.

137. Priyaja, P., Jayesh, P., Correya, N., Sreelakshmi, B., Sudheer, N., Philip, R. (2014). Anta-
gonistic effect of Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolates from various ecological niches on Vibrio
species pathogenic to crustaceans. Journal of Coastal Life Medicine. 2: 76-84.

138. Rabaey, K., Boon, N., Hofte, M., Verstraete, W. (2005). Microbial phenazine production enhan-
ces electron transfer in biofuel cells. Environmental Science and Technology. 39: 3401-3408.

139. Rajagopal, L., Sundari, C.S., Balasubramanian, D., Sonti, R.V. (1997). The bacterial pigment
Xanthomonadin offers protection against photodamage. FEBS Letters. 415: 125-128.

140. Ramirez, I., Nunez, M.L., Valdivia, R. (2000). Increased astaxanthin production by a Phaffia
rhodozyma mutant grown on date juice from Yucca fillifera. Journal of Industrial Microbiology
and Biotechnology. 24: 187-190.

141. Ran, H., Hassett, D.J., Lau, G.W. (2003). Human targets of Pseudomonas aeruginosa pyocyanin.
PNAS Microbiology. 100: 14315-14320.

142. Rangarajan, S., Saleena, L.M., Vasudevan, P., Nair, S. (2003). Biological suppression of rice
diseases by Pseudomonas spp under saline salt condition. Plant and Soil. 251: 73-82.

143. Reimer, A. (2000). Concentrations of the Pseudomonas aeruginosa toxin pyocyanin in human
ear secretions. Acta Oto- laryngologica Supplementum. 543: 86-88.

144. Rello, J., Gallego, M., Mariscal, D., Sonora, R., Valles, J. (1997). The value of routine microbial
investigation in ventilator-associated pneumonia. American Journal of Respiratory and Critical
Care Medicine. 156: 196-200.

145. Rengpipat, S., Rukpratanporn, S., Piyatiratitivorakul, S., Menasaveta, P. (2000). Immunity
enhancement in black tiger shrimp (Penaeus monodon) by a probiont bacterium (Bacillus S11).
Aquaculture. 191: 271-288.

146. Reszka, K.J., O’Malley, Y., McCormick, M.L., Denning, G.M., Britigan, B.E. (2004). Oxi-
dation of pyocyanin, a cytotoxic product from Pseudomonas aeruginosa, by microperoxidase
11 and hydrogen peroxide. Free Radical Biology and Medicine. 36: 1448-1459.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 24



147. Reyes, F.G., Valim, M.F., Vercesi, A.E. (1996). Effect of organic synthetic food colours on
mitochondrial respiration. Food Additives and Contaminants. 13: 5-11.

148. Ricciardolo, F.L., Stefano, A.D., Sabatini, F., Folkerts, G. (2006). Reactive nitrogen species
in the respiratory tract. The European Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences. 533: 240-252.

149. Rode, T.M., Langsrud, S., Holck, A., Moretro, T. (2007). Different patterns of biofilm formation
in Staphylococcus aureus under food related stress conditions. International Journal of Food
Microbiology. 116: 372-383.

150. Romer, A., Herbert, R.B. (1982). Further observations on the source of nitrogen in phenazine
biosynthesis. Zeitschrift für Naturforschung C. 37: 1070-1074.

151. Ryazanova, O., Voloshin, I., Makitru, K., Zozulya, V., Karachevtsev, V. (2007). pH-induced
changes in electronic absorption and fluorescence spectra of phenazine derivatives spectrochim.
Acta A Molecular and BioMolecular Spectroscopy. 66: 849-859.

152. Saha, S., Thavasi, R., Jayalakashmi, S. (2008). Phenazine Pigments from Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa and Their Application as Antibacterial Agent and Food Colourants. Research Journal of
Microbiology. 3: 122-128.

153. Sanderon, D., Gross, E., Seibert, M. (1987). A photosynthetic photoelectrochemical cell using
phenazine methosulfate and phenazine ethosulfate as electron acceptors. Applied Biochemistry
and Biotechnology. 14: 1-12.

154. Schobert, M., Jahn, D. (2010). Anaerobic physiology of Pseudomonas aeruginosa in the cystic
fibrosis lung. International Journal of Medical Microbiology. 300: 549-556.

155. Schroeter, J. (1872). Ueber einige durch Bacterien gebildete Pigmente. in: F. Cohn, Beitrage
zur Biologie der Pflanzen, LBand, 2. Heft. 109-126.

156. Starr, M.P. (1958). The blue pigment of Corynebacterium insidiosum. Archives of Mikrobiologie
30: 325-334.

157. Sudhakar, T., Karpagam, S., Shiyama, S. (2013). Analysis of pyocyanin compound and its
antagonistic activity against phytopathogens. International Journal of ChemTech Research. 5:
1101-1106.

158. Sugita, H., Hirose, Y., Matsuo, N., Deguchi, Y. (1998). Production of the antibacterial substance
by Bacillus sp. strain NM 12, an intestinal bacterium of Japanese coastal fish. Aquaculture 165:
269-280.

159. Suthar, S., Chhimpa, V., Singh, S. (2009). Bacterial contamination in drinking water: a case
study in rural areas of northern Rajasthan, India. Enviromental Monitoring and Assesment. 159:
43-50.

160. Sweden, E.G. (2010). Study the effect of antibiotics on pyocyanin production from Pseudomonas
aeruginosa and pyocyanin as antibiotic against different pathogenic bacteria. Journal of University
of Anbar for Pure Science. 4: 15-18.

161. Terao, J. (1989). Antioxidant activity of b-carotene-related carotenoids in solution. Lipids. 24:
659-661.

162. Thompson, F.L., Hoste, B., Vandemeulebroecke, K., Swings, J. (2001). Genomic diversity
amongst Vibrio isolates from different sources determined by fluorescent amplified fragment
length polymorphism. Systematic and Applied Microbiology. 24: 520-538.

163. Thomashow, L.S., Weller, D.M. (1995). Current concepts in the use of introduced bacteria for
biological disease control: mechanism and antifungal metabolite. In: Stacey G, Keen NT, eds.
Plant-microbe interactions. New York, NY, USA: Chapman and Hall. 187- 235.

164. Torres, C., Marcus, A., Lee, H., Parameswawan, P., Krajmalnik, B., Rittmann, B. (2010). A
kinetic perspective on extracellular electron transfer by anode-respiring bacteria. FEMS Micro-
biological Reviews. 34: 3-17.

165. Tsuji, R.F., Yamamoto, M., Nakamura, A., Kataoka, T., Magae, J., Nagai, K., Yamasaki,
M. (1990). Selective immunosuppression of prodigiosin 25-C and FK506 in the murine immune

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 25



system. The Journal of Antibiotics. 43: 1293-1301.
166. Unagul, P., Wongsa, P., Kittakoop, P., Intamas, S., Srikitikulchai, P., Tanticharoen, M.

(2005). Production of red pigments by the insect pathogenic fungus Cordyceps unilateralis.
Journal of Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology. 32: 135-140.

167. Usher, L., Lawson, R., Gaery, I., Taylor, C., Bingle, C., Taylor, G., Whyte, M. (2002). Induction
of neutrophil apoptosis by the Pseudomonas aeruginosa exotoxin pyocyanin: a potential mecha-
nism of persistent infection. The Journal of Immunology. 4: 1861-1868.

168 Vandenberghe, J., Thompson, F.L., Gomez-Gil, B., Swings, J. (2003). Phenotypic diversity
amongst Vibrio isolates from marine aquaculture systems. Aquaculture. 219: 9-20.

169. Venil, C.K., Lakshmanaperumalsamy, P. (2009). Prodigiosin: An insightful overview on micro-
bial pigment. Electronic Journal of Biology. 5: 49-61.

170. Verdonck, L., Grisez, L., Sweetman, E., Minkoff, G., Sorgeloos, P., Ollevier, F., Swings, J.
(1997). Vibrios associated with routine productions of Brachionus plicatilis. Aquaculture. 149:
203-214.

171. Verschuere, L., Rombaut, G., Sorgeloos, P., Verstraete, W. (2000). Probiotic bacteria as bio-
logical control agents in aquaculture. Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews. 64: 655-
671.

172 Vijayan, K.K., Singh, I.S.B., Jayaprakash, N.S., Alavandi, S.V., Pai, S.S., Preetha, R., Rajan,
J.J.S., Santiago, T.C. (2006). A brackish water isolate of Pseudomonas PS-102, a potential
antagonistic bacterium against pathogenic vibrios in penaied and non-penaied rearing systems
Aquaculture. 251: 192-200

173. Vincent, J.L., Bihari, D.J., Suter, P.M., Bruining, H.A., White, J., Nicolas-Chanoin, M.H.,
Wolff, M., Spencer, R.C., Hemmer, M. (1995). The prevalence of nosocomial infection in
intensive care units in Europe. Results of the European Prevalence of Infection in Intensive
Care (EPIC) Study. EPIC International Advisory Committee. The Journal of the American
Medical Association. 274: 639-644.

174. Waksman, S.A., Woodruff, H.B. (1940). The soil as a source of microorganisms antagonistic
to disease producing bacteria. Journal of Bacteriology. 40: 581-600.

175. Williams, H.D., Zlosnik, J.E., Ryall, B. (2007). Oxygen, cyanide and energy generation in the
cystic fibrosis pathogen Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Advances in Microbial Physiology. 52: 1-
71.

176. Wilson, R., Sykes, D.A., Rutman, A., Taylor, G.W., Cole, P.J. (1988). Measurement of Pseudo-
monas aeruginosa phenazine pigments in sputum and assessment of their contribution to sputum
sol toxicity for respiratory epithelium. Infection and Immunity. 56: 2515-2517.

177. Worlitzsch, D., Tarran, R., Ulrich, M., Schwab, U., Cekici, A., Meyer, K.C., Birrer, P.,
Bellon, G., Berger, J., Weiss, T., Botzenhart, K., Yankaskas, J. R., Randell, S., Boucher,
R.C., Doring, G. (2002). Effects of reduced mucus oxygen concentration in airway Pseudomonas
infections of cystic fibrosis patients. Journal of Clinical Investigation. 109: 317-325.

178. Wulf, B., Parsons, J.F. (2014). The structural biology of phenazine biosynthesis. Current Opinion
in Structural Biology 29: 26-33.

179. Yang, Z.J., Wang, W., Jin, Y., Hu, H.B., Zhang, X.H., Xu, Y.Q. (2007). Isolation, identification,
and degradation characteristics of phenazine-1-carboxylic aciddegrading strain Sphingomonas
sp DP58. Current Microbiology. 55: 284-287.

180. Young, G. (1947). Pigment production and antibiotic activity in cultures of Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa. Journal of Bacteriology. 54: 109-117.

181. Yu, D., Yong, Y., Liu, C., Fang, Y., Bai, L., Dong, S. (2017). New applications of genetically
modified Pseudomonas aeruginosa for toxicity detection in water. Chemosphere. 184: 106-111.

182. Zhao, J., Wu, Y., Alfred, A.T., Wei, P., Yang, S. (2014). Anticancer effects of pyocyanin on
HepG2 human hepatoma cells. Letters of Applied Microbiology. 58: 541-548.

Alka Rani et al. / JAM 4(1) 2020 pp 1 - 26 26


